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"SOMEONE GET THE GOVERNOR AN ASPIRIN":
ROSS STERLING AND MARTIAL LAW IN EAST TEXAS
by Page S. Foshee

In 1930 Ross S. Sterling won the Democratic primary race for the Texas
governorship. He defeated ten other contenders - including fonner governor
Miriam A. "Ma" Ferguson - to succeed popular, two-term Democrat Dan
Moody. Because Texas was essentially a single-party state, winning the
primary ensured a candidate's ultimate election to office. Despite the onerous
demands placed upon him by the campaign, Sterling soon confronted
economic problems that made the primary election fight a pleasant memory.l
The Texas economy during the early years of the Great Depression relied
upon the production of two commodities: cotton and oil. The inherent
capriciousness of both industries exacerbated the already painful effects the
Great Depression had on farmers and oil men. Cotton production depended
upon adequate rain and sunshine appearing in the correct proportions. in the
proper sequence, for the right length of time. Success in the discovery and
production of oil required equal amounts of geological skill, persuasive ability,
dogged determination, and good luck. Although Texas cotton farmers and oil
men regarded their futures as blessed or danmed by their own hands and lands,
their fate depended upon the actions of foreign governments and of their
neighbors in other states; in 1931 no fann field or oil patch could remain
insulated from external economic factors. The collapse of both cotton and oil
prices forced Governor Sterling to alter his philosophy regarding the
relationship between government and private enterprise to shore up the price
of cotton and, quite possibly, to save the oil industry from ruin.
Ross Sterling's background made it difficult for him to impose state
government controls upon farmers and businessmen. Born in 1875 to a rural
merchant near Anahuac, Texas, Sterling quit school at the age of thirteen and
ten years later built his first country store. By 1904 Sterling operated stores in
the oil field boomtowns of Batson, Saratoga, Sour Lake, and Humble. Oilmen
needed feed for mules and horses; Sterling accumulated both feed contracts
and friends in the oil patch. In 1907 Sterling closed his store in Batson and
bought fOUf small state banks from a panic-distressed Fort Worth lawyer,
integrating them into his Humble. Saratoga, and Sour Lake operations. From
these small, diversified enterprises Sterling began to amass his fortune. 2
In 1911, Sterling and several friends founded the Humble Oil Company.
The initial partners included Sterling, Joe Fincher, Clint Wood, and C. D.

Goddard. Humble proved so profitable that Sterling sold his store and bank
holdings to concentrate on the oil company. Through skillful geological
exploration and shrewd bargaining with Gulf Oil Company, primary lease
owner in the Goose Creek oil field, Sterling secured his company's position.
Goose Creek, condemned by Gulf as only marginally productive, made
Humble a major Texas oil producer. In 1917 the Humble Oil Company
Page S. Foshee h an oj! and gas lease broker living in Austin, Texas.
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obtained the first charter under a new Texas oil pipeline law and its name was
changed to Humble Oil & Refming Company. Incorporators of the expanded
company included Sterling, William S. Farish (future president of Humble
Oil), Joe Fincher, Clint Wood, C.D. Goddard, Edgar Townes, Frank Sterling
(Sterling's father), Jesse H. Jones, Henry C. Weiss, and Walter Fondren.
Shortly thereafter, Humble's directors decided that the company needed to
refine its own crude. \
The corporation required additional capital to build its proposed refinery
in Baytown. One winter morning in 1918, while on a fund-raising trip in the
northeastern United States, William Farish met an old friend on a New York
City sidewalk. This chance encounter had far-reaching effects for Humble.
Farish told his friend, Standard Oil Company of New Jersey president Walter
Teagle, about his quest for capital. Teagle quickly arranged for Sterling and the
other partners to come to New York and negotiate terms of a loan from
Standard. Humble wanted to borrow $20 million, but Standard would loan no
more than $17 million. When Sterling acquiesced to the lower figure, Teagle
agreed to advance the funds on one final condition: that Standard take, as its
"customary fee," fifty-one percent of Humble's stock. Sterling rose from the
bargaining table and stalked toward the door, then stopped. Too pragmatic to
permit pride to destroy the company, he turned to Teagle and agreed to
relinquish exactly fifty percent of Humble Oil's stock as a "loan origination
fee." The Standard executive paused, then capitulated. 4
Sterling pursued other business interests while actively involved in
managing Humble Oil. In 1925, at the age of fifty, he sold his Humble shares
and retired from the oil business to oversee his other operations. He owned the
Houston Post-Dispatch, a combination of his Dispatch and Post newspapers,
which he had purchased in 1923 and 1924, respectively. In 1925, Sterling's
radio station KPRC ("Kotton Port Rail Center") began broadcasting from atop
the Post-Dispatch Building located in downtown Houston. He also owned the
American Maid Flour Mills and controlling interest in the Houston National
Bank. From this corporate setting Sterling answered Governor Dan Moody's
call to public service in Austin. 5
In the 1926 Democratic primary, Texas Attorney General Dan Moody
defeated Ma Ferguson in her bid for a second term as governor. The bitter
campaign COT the Democratic nomination followed a year-long investigation of
the suspicious letting of highway construction contracts. As attorney general,
Moody exposed the criminal relationship between highway commission
members and the American Road Company of Dallas. Tn December 1925,
Moody won his suit against American in the 53d U.S. District Court in Austin,
propelling him to the governor's office. Once sworn in, he called upon Ross
Sterling to chair the state highway commission. When Moody declined to run
for a third term as governor in 1930, Sterling pennitted friends to draft him
into the primary race.~
Campaigning vigorously against the irrepressible Mrs. Ferguson, Sterling
capitalized on his reputation for integrity and fiscal responsibility. He
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launched his campaign in Huntsville on June 20, 1930, calling for improved
highways funded by a $300 to $350 million bond issue, agricultural aid,
consolidation of redundant state departments, and prison reform. His highway
funding scheme drew the most derision, especially from Mrs. Ferguson's chief
campaigner, husband and former governor James "Pa" Ferguson. During the
runoff contest Ferguson asserted that Sterling knew nothing of governmental
affairs. Referring to Ferguson's earlier impeachment and his close proximity
to the highway commission contract scandals in 1925, Sterling responded, "J
know enough to tell the state's money and my money apart." The former
oilman won the party's runoff contest by capturing fifty-five percent of the
vote. On the second Tuesday of November 1930 Texans cast eighty percent of
their votes for Sterling, awarding him their state's highest office. Texas Weekly
editor Peter Molyneaux eagerly anticipated an administration overseen by
businessman Sterling, whom he viewed as a pragmatic, able, and fair chief
executive. As events unfolded during his term, Sterling would need all the
popular support he carried with him to Austin. He had won a difficult contest,
but his greatest challenges lay ahead.?
On October 5, 1930, a Sunday, Columbus Marion "Dad" Joiner, a "poorboy" oil promoter and well driller, completed his third oil well on Daisy
Bradford's farm, located in Rusk County between Henderson and Overton.
The first two wells had been "dusters," dry holes. If Joiner failed on the third
attempt, he would be out of business. He and his geologist-promoter, A.D.
"Doc" Lloyd, drilled in an area regarded by expert.~ as worthless pasture.
Because rumors of wealth spread swiftly throughout East Texas, a crowd was
on hand when the Daisy Bradford No.3 blew in at the astounding rate of 6,800
barrels, or 285,600 gallons, of oil per day. The earth's largess soon proved to
be one of the greatest problems that Ross Sterling faced as governor. s
Oilmen all over Texas wondered whether Joiner's wen was in a small
pocket of oil or if the wildcatter had tapped a "pool?" Subsequent events
answered this question resoundingly. On December 28, 1930, oll prospector
Ed Bateman, drilling on the Crim property southwest of Kilgore, hrought in
the Lou Della erim No. I well at a daily rate of 22,000 barrels (924,000
gallons) of oil. Thirteen miles separated the Bradford and Crim wells, both of
which were producing from the Woodbine Sand strata. This discovery agitated
oil industry executives and brought the field to the attention of major
companies, most of which had previously believed that the area held little
promise. Then, on January 26, 1931, W.A. Moncrief, John Ferrell, and Edward
A. Showers completed the Lathrop No.1 well, situated between the Gregg
County towns of Gladewater and Longview, and the majors began scrambling
for lease acreage over what appeared to be a huge sea of oil. The Lathrop well
established the limits of the East Texas field. At its greatest extent, the field
underlay Rusk, Smith, Upshur, and Gregg Counties in a strip forty-five miles
long and five to twelve miles wide. Dubbed the "Black Giant," the East Texas
was the world's largest oil field.~
Up to the time of the Bateman discovery, Southern Crude Oil Purchasing,
Pure Oil, the Texas Company, Magnolia Petroleum, Sun Oil, and Humble Oil
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and Refining had been the only large companies to purcha~e oil leases from
area landowners; independent landmen and small operators owned most of the
field's leases. This balance began to shift as shoestring operators such as Ed
Bateman sold their interests in the field to major companies. On January 9,
1931, even before the size of the East Texas field became apparent, Humble
Oil and Refining Company paid Bateman's $2.1 million asking price for the
Cnm well and the rest of the 1,494 acres upon which he had valid leases. JO
The rush to drill wells in East Texas, spurred by the legal particulars of
petroleum ownership, resulted in greatly escalated production that drove the
value of oil down sharply. Petroleum, a migratory entity trapped in porous,
subsurlace strata, migrates to the point of least compression. When a well is
drilled into an oil-bearing stratum, water, gas, or a combination thereof will
drive liquid hydrocarbons through the stratum to the pressure-relieving hole.
If oil is removed from a fonnation too quickly, the natural driving elements
will be damaged pennanently. Rapid extraction leaves a great deal of
petroleum in the earth. Because of oil '8 migratory nature, it respects no surface
boundaries. The legal theory known as the "rule of capture" applies; he who
brings the oil to the surface owns it. Because neighbors may drain oil from
beneath each other's property, everyone in the East Texas field rushed to drill
on their tracts. I I
Falling prices and irreversible reservoir damage concerned Governor
Sterling. As additional wells began producing crude oil prices faltered, then
slipped, and, finally, hurtled downward. As an oilman, Sterling knew the
damage being wrought in East Texas. As governor, he understood that the
ultimate responsibility for protecting Texas' natural resources belonged to him.
The Texas Railroad Commission was responsible for establishing oil proration
limits; that is, the maximum daily amount of crude each well could produce.
Texas law required that the commission prevent physical, not economic, waste
of hydrocarbons. 12
But the commission had already suffered a setback in both its prestige
and authority. On August 27, J 930, more than one month before Dad Joiner
completed the Daisy Bradford No.3 well, the railroad commission set the
statewide maximum allowable production at 750JX)(} barrels per day. This
50,OOO-barrel reduction from 1929 provoked an angry response. On August
30, 1930, the Danciger Oil and Refining Company filed suit against the
commission in state district court, alleging that the agency had set the
allowable figure at 750,000 barrels only to support the price of crude, and the
order had no relation to physical waste. Danciger secured a temporary
injunction pennitting it to operate freely, thus hampering commission efforts
to establish proration as a means to conserve resources. In February 1931, the
state court held that the commission had not exceeded its legal bounds in the
Danciger case and that effects on crude prices resulting from the order were a
side issue. Danciger appealed the ruling. Because of the pending appeal, the
commission appeared unwilling, during the spring of 1931, to take additional
action that could provoke legal challenges. In addition, the commission's order
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preceded discovery of the East Texas field, so operators there could legally
produce a'i much oil as they wished. 13
As crude prices continued their precipitous slide, Oklahoma Governor
William H. "Alfalfa Bill" Murray convened a meeting of oil-state governors at
the Texas Hotel in Fort Worth on February 28 and March I, 1931. Sterling and
representatives of New Mexico and Kansas governors attended and created a
Governors' Advisory Committee. They sent telegrams to the presidents of
major operators and requested that President Herbert Hoover host a conference
on oil imports. The meeting also generated a scheme to levy a one-twentiethof-one percent tax on gross production to pay state "oil umpires" to oversee
production and maintain proration orders. On March 16, stating that "the
present condition creates a great and critical public emergency," Sterling
submitted his plan for the establishment of an oil conservation commission to
the legislature. The measure went nowhere. The price of oil continued to fall;
the oil industry was clearly spiraling out of control, and measures had to be
enacted lO calm the situation. Government intervention in the form of
proration regulations seemed the only solution to overproduction. 14
Proration divided oilmen and royalty owners everywhere. Pro- and antiprorationists deluged Governor Sterling with letters and telegrams pleading
their side of the issue. On February 6, 300 landowners and small oil operators
met in Overton, Texas, and formed the East Texas Lease and Royalty Owners
Association to fight proration. In a fit of pique, "Doc" Lloyd called for
regulations to prohibit the railroad commission from issuing proration orders.
He then alleged that Humble Oil controlled prices in the East Texas field.
Whipped into a righteous frenzy by Lloyd, the Royalty Owners Association
hired fonner governor Dan Moody to plead its case in Austin. Dallas oilman
Robert Penn - accused by Lloyd of being Humble's "lapdog" - headed the
pro-regulation group. Both small independent and large national oil producers
claimed membership in Penn's organization. Humble Oil pres.ident William S.
Farish had long believed that the industry could take care of its own affairs
without governmental meddling; producer-imposed proration in the Yates field
in West Texas proved Farish's point. The Yates discovery in December 1926
followed closcly on the heels of large finds in the United States, Venezuela,
Columbia, and Sumatra, making overproduction and falling prices distinct
possibilities. But Humble, Marathon, and other operators agreed to produce
only 30,000 barrels per day in the Yates field, even though the fjeld's daily
capability stood at 192,000 barrels. By exercising restraint, the companies had
prevented both physical and economic wa'\tc. 15
The sennon of self-control fell upon the deaf ears of East Texans who had
extended themselves to poor-boy a well and needed cash flow to recover their
investment. Small independents operated the majority of the field's wells and
well-drilling outfits. They werc convinced that the large concerns could drive
oil prices down to intolerable levels and wait them out until all the "little guys"
had either gone out of business or were forced to sell their interests to
companies such as SUll Magnolia, or Humble.
j
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While legislators produced no law to the governor's liking, the railroad
commission called a public hearing for March 24 to detennine how best to
handle the volatile East Texas situation. Led by Carl Estes, firebrand editor of
the Tyler Journal, members of the East Texas Lease and Royalty Owners
Association planned to attend the commission hearing. Estes called for a
"march on Austin"' to show unified support for free and unrestricted
production and announced that a special train would be available for the trip
south. On March 24, thirteen chartered PuJlman cars arrived in Austin and
discharged landowners, royalty owners, and small operators determined to
keep proration out of Ea'\t Texas. 16

This contingent kept the hearing lively. At one point, debate between
Moody and Penn nearly erupted into fisticuffs. The line between politics and
spectacle was negligible; the audience enjoyed the antics and cheered their
respective advocates. Despite the histrionics, on April 4, 1931, the railroad
commission prescribed allowable limits for the East Texas field. Effective May
I, operators legally could produce 160,000 barrels of oil per day on a fieldwide basis. Commissioners divided the field into twenty-acre tracts for
proration purposes, pennitting each tract to produce an amount corresponding
to its capacIty relative to that of the field as a whole, while stipulating that no
tract would be limited to fewer than 100 barrels of daily production. But antiprorationists filed suit, ignored the order, and little changed in the East Texas
field. 17
By this time crude production had reached levels sufficient to affect
prices beyond the state's borders. Like Ross Sterling, Oklahoma Governor
Murray struggled with deteriorating oil prices. Oklahoma operated under a
proration system, but continued unchecked production from the East Texas
field rendered the policy ineffective. Several oil companies shut~in their wells
to await higher prices. The Seminole and Oklahoma City fields were
producing oiL hut at rock-bottom prices. The average price of crude oil in
January 1931 was $.95 per barrel; in August it fell to just $.14.1 per barrel.
Prorationists maintained that regulation was necessary to save reservoirs and
resources; anti-prorationists were equally determined to produce as much oil
as possible. 'R
The dilemma became increasingly vexing in the summer of 1931. Phillips
Petroleum Company president Frank Phillips insisted that the price crisis
resulted from uncontrolled production from the massive East Texas field.
Other explanations failed to explain the price collapse. Domestic petroleum
stocks were 7,000,000 barrels below those of 1930; domestic consumption
roughly equaled that of 1930; and while exports were down, so were imports.
Phillips asserted that with regard to oil prices. "the most potent. specific cause
is lack of control of the great East Texas pool." He concluded that if
regulations could be enforced "the favorable economic conditions elsewhere
prevailing throughout the industry will have an opportunity to make
themselves felt."19
By mid-summer 193 [. the oil price situation had become so desperate
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that Governor Sterling called a special session of the Texas legislature.
Sterling said that "there exists a deplorable condition in Texas on account of
the great waste of our natural resources, particularly oil and gas, and there is
an urgent demand for a strengthening of our conservation laws." The governor
outlined the action he wanted: "enact such legislation as will adequately
provide for the conservation of the natural resources of our State [sic]." The
session lasted from July 14 to August 12,1931; temperatures rose in the unair-conditioned Texas capitol as legislators began work. Before remedial

legislation could be acted upon, Odessa Representative Lee Satterwhite put
before the House a resolution requiring the House OiL Gas, and Mining
Committee and the Senate State Affairs Committee to investigate the activities
of major oil companies in the East Texas field. The resulting hearings allowed
lawmakers to spread their own gospel regarding the oil industry upon the
pages of the House and Senate journals. Testifying before the House
committee, company president William S. Farish stated that Humble Oil had
no power to set prices and posted no prices in the East Texas field. According
to Farish, 252 minor operators owned forty-seven percent of the wells in the
field and, because Humble purchased it.'\ production on an individual basis,
prices fluctuated freely. Robert Penn recommended immediate proration for
all flush, or flowing, wells. Former governor Pat Neff, a minority of one on the
three-member railroad commission, shredded his fellow commissioners,
Chairman C.V. Terrell and Commissioner Lon A. Smith, accusing them of
"Physical inactivity, mental inertness, rof] following the line of least
resistance, in prorating only those who wanted to be prorated - without an
intelligent gesture toward proration." The hearings occupied much of the
members' time and featured the governor as a witness before each of the two
committees. Sterling scuttled an attempt to link him to Humble Oil by rumor
of a kickback disguised as a mysterious loan. The alleged "loan" proved to be
an advance royalty payment on a producing well that Humble drilled in 1930
on property that Sterling and two partners owned.:o
Despite the posturing of both investigative committees, minerals
conservation proposals made their way through the legislative process. TWo
important issues had to be decided by lawmakers: whether to establish a new
conservation commission and whether proration should be limited to physical
waste, economic waste (market demand), or expanded to a combination of the
two criteria. Identical administration bills, the Woodward Bill in the Senate
and the Wagstaff Bill in the House, provided for effective conservation
measures. The bills set forth the duties of the government in preventing
physical waste, prescribed severe penalties for violators, and established a new
conservation commission to relieve the railroad commission of its oil and gas
oversight duties. ll
Amid both legitimate legislative debate and headline-grabbing committee
hearing testimony, a three-judge federal court handed down a crucial ruling.
On July 28, 1931, in A(fred Macmillan, et. al. v. Texas Railroad Commission,
the court held invalid the commission's earlier proration order covering the
East Texas field. In the court's opinion, the order had no reasonable relation to
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physical waste, was based on market demand, and violated the state's
conservation laws. Moreover, the court ruled that the order deprived the
plaintiffs of property without due process of law, impaired obligations under
contracts, and impeded interstate commerce. In response to the ruling,
Governor Sterling promised to veto any act that used market demand as a
criteria for proration. The prorationists were bewildered, the anti-prorationists
elated. Before Texas legislators could react to the federal court ruling, events
north of the Red River heightened the tension. 22
In Oklahoma, Governor Murray told oil companies that he was prepared
to declare martial law on August 1, 1931, to raise and support the price of oil.
His threat proved counterproductive, because beginning at 12:01 A.M" August
1, producers opened their wells full stream, producing as much crude as they
could prior to the anticipated shut-down. On August 4, the governor proved
that he was a man of his word, sending the National Guard into the oil fields.
In his declaration of martial law, Murray accused Sinclair Oil Company
officials of "holding numerous secret meetings with seditious intent and
intrigue, against the State Government" [sic]. One of these secret meetings
was held in the city of Tulsa last March ... to consider the possibility of
bribing forty members of the Legislature and impeaching the Governor."
Murray alleged that Sinclair's "intrigues" were specifically designed to drive
the price of oil through the floor "against the best interests of the school
children of the State." In Texas, events forced businessman-governor Ross
Sterling to adopt similarly extreme measures to control oil production. 2)
After the MacMillan ruling, the Texas legislature enacted a compromise
conservation bill. House Bill No. 25, dubbed the Anti-Market Demand Act,
authorized the Railroad Commission to regulate mineral conservation by
clearly defining physical waste, permitted the commission to use gas-oil ratio
and water encroachment as criteria in determining production limits~ and
provided for criminal penalties for those violating commission orders. 24
Apprehension permeated the East Texas field following the adjournment
of the legislature on August 12. Passage of the Anti-Market Demand Act
implied to some that railroad commission proration orders issued under the old
law had been rescinded and that East Texas oil could be produced at maximum
flow. The price had slumped to $.14.1 per barrel and desperate or unscrupulous
producers were planning to open the valves. A group of operators who had
voluntarily shut-in their wells met at Tyler on Friday, August 14, to discuss the
crisis. In the months since the anti-proration rally in Austin, Tyler Journal
editor Carl Estes had experienced an epiphany and now supported production
controls. The 1,500 people who attended the meeting in TYler adopted a
resolution petitioning the governor to impose martial law in the field so that
"enormous physical waste .. , and huge loss to the State of Texas be prevented
and that life and property may be safe during this hiatus of the conservation
law of the State." The petitioners appointed five of their number to drive to
Governor Sterling's home south of Houston, present him with the petition, and
plead their cause. On the same Friday afternoon, the East Texas Chamber of
Commerce, also meeting in Tyler, telegraphed the governor and asked him to
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declare martial law immediately in the East Texas field. As did those 1,500
souls in the operators' group, chamber members protested the "unequal
productionH in the field and stressed that "conditions had already resulted and
caused threats of violence and the destruction of property."~5
Ross Sterling spent the weekend of August 14-16, 1931, preparing for
martial law in East Texas; so did a number of oil producers, While Sterling
visited with the five representatives from Tyler on Saturday morning, East
Texas wells spewed forth crude at the rate of more than one million barrels per
day. Sterling knew that the petitioners had not overstated their case. He had
had a "mole" in the field for some time, Oil Weekly publisher Ray L. Dudley,
who confinned the severity of the situation. The governor drove to Austin
Saturday afternoon to sign the proclamation. He mobilized National Guard
cavalrymen in Austin, Brenham, Dallas, 'lYler. Fort Worth, Houston, and
Mineral Wells for service in East Texas where they would join Texas Ranger
Captain Tom Hickman and ten other Rangers. The governor placed guardsmen
under the command of Brigadier General Jacob F. Wolters, who, in his nonmilitary role served as staff attorney for The Texas Company. 26
A new chapter in oil regulation began at 6:00 A.M., Monday, August 17,
1931, when the governor's martial law declaration went into effect and
national guardsmen and Texas Rangers closed more than 1600 wells in the
East Texa~ field. General Wolters arrived in Kilgore at approximately 8:20
A.M. and by 11 :00, all Humble Oil and all Texas Company wells had been
shut down. Wolters warned would-be violators of the consequences:
"Resistance to the law is insurrection. That's war, whether it be armed or not."
Troops met little resistance, and by Monday night Wolters announced that the
shutdown had been accomplished without violence. Closure of the Black
Giant had been affected swiftly, but no one could say how long the field would
remain sealed. 17
The railroad commission issued a new proration order for the East Texas
field on September 2, 1931, to take effect September 5. Governor Sterling
thought the order so loosely constructed as to be worthless. Commissioners
modified the order and Sterling permitted the field to reopen, under the
supervision of General Wolters. As drilling continued in the field, production
inched toward the 400,000 barrel per day limit. Commissioners amended their
order by lowering the per-well daily allowable twice to remain below the field
limit. This arrangement worked well. 28
On October 13, 1931, several small operators obtained an injunction in
the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Texas halting
enforcement of the commission's proration order and enjoining the
commission from issuing a similar order. But the suit did not name Sterling as
a defendant, so to maintain martial law and production limits, the governor
assumed personal control of the field, immediately reducing the daily per-well
production limit from 165 to 150 barrels. On November 20, the plaintiffs
amended their suit to include Sterling and Wolters as defendants. On February
18, 1932, after a three-day hearing, the Federal District Court held that

12

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIO~

Sterling had overstepped his authority in declaring martial law. 29
Martial law had expired, but the principle for which the governor enacted
it survived. In 1932, the Texas Court of Civil Appeals released its opinion in
the Danciger case. The court held that production in excess of market demand
did result in physical waste l and that limiting production to market demand
diminished or eliminated that waste. The August 27, 1930, railroad
commission proration order had thus been ruled legal, Also in 1932, the United
States Supreme Court, in a ruling rendered in Champlin Refining Company v.
Oklahoma Corporation Commission, upheld an Oklahoma proration law that
relied upon market demand to restrict production. In essence, the Texas Court
of Civil Appeals and the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed market demand as a
criterion for physical waste prevention. On November 12, 1932, Governor
Sterling signed into law the Market Demand Act, the result of a special
legislative session. Ross Sterling had been vindicated. 10
Ross Sterling was an oilman - he understood the petroleum industry, and
as a corporate executive believed in non-interventionist government. But as
governor he discovered that his laissez faire policy did not always work. The
oil crisis forced Sterling to reexamine his beliefs. The process of evolving
from an autocratic executive and state commission chairman to a chief
executive, responsible for crafting compromise among contentious factions,
combined with the political and economic exigencies of the times, altered
Sterling's perspective of government's role in business affairs. As he said to
Texas senators during the legislative oil investigations of July 1931: "A few
years ago [ made it plain [that] I was opposed to too much government in
husiness, but conditions have changed, and it is now necessary for the
government to come to the aid of the oil industry.''' I
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THE 1976 GOP PRIMARY: FORD, REAGAN AND THE BATTLE
THAT TRANSFORMED POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS IN TEXAS
by Sean P. Cunningham

In the sixteen years prior to the 1976 election season, politics in Texas
was characterized by conservative ideology, as were voting trends at the local
level. Candidates with legitimate hopes of victory sought the conservative
label and vilified liberal opponents while conservative Democrats held the
Texas governorship and most senate and house positions. Yet national politics
was challenging this status quo and, consequently, the Texas Democratic Party
system grew all the more strained. Candidates from both political parties
gained favor with voters by embracing law and order and repudiating national social unrest, seemingly born on university campuses and effecting the lives
of conservative famihes across the country. The Democratic Party was leaning
left more consistently in its presidential nominations, and many Texans perceived Republicans as viable conservative options in national races. As the
liberal wing of the Democratic Party assumed a more prominent national position, Texas conservatives established not only a viable Republican Party but
also onc surging toward power. I
Ronald Reagan's popularity in Texas increased after his ftrst attempt at
the presidency in 1968. The former California governor's stance on big government and American values - loosely defined as Judeo-Christian, family
ethics coupled with individualism and a strict-constructionist view of the federal government's role in daily lives - brought support from Texas conservatives regardless of party affiliation and provided a substantial base for the 1976
presidential race. Political stars like John Tower and John Connally played significant roles in the fight for the GOP presidential nomination. Reagan's bid to
unseat incumbent President Gerald Ford further revealed the tremendous
strain within the Democratic Party, as well as a previously unseen schism in
the Texas GOP. Shifts in party affiliation resulted from reinvigorated conservatism, especially among grassroots enthusiasts and fonner Goldwater supporters. Established party leaders who failed to see the warning signs of
realignment were subject to replacement by newcomers who effectively
tapped into a brand of conservatism made more palatable by the style and persona of Ronald Reagan. 2
At the Republican state convention in August 1974, Tower and the rest of
the old guard GOP faction should have seen that their hold on Republican
operations in Texas was weakening. Despite a significant Texas presence in
the Ford administration, induding Houston business.man James Baker and
White House Chief of Staff Richard Cheney, convention delegates passed several resolutions highly critical of Ford and his policies. Fifteen months later,
shortly after Reagan announced his candidacy, Houston Representative Ray
Barnhart and Midland MayoT Ernest Angelo, Jr., became co-chainnen of the
Sean Cunningham earned his M.A. (history) and M.Ed. (higher edu~ation adminislralion) from
Texas Tech University, and currently works as an Academic Counseling Specialist fur the Advising
Center at Texas Tech (A CrT).
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Citizens for Reagan organization in Texas.
Reagan was given a boost when members of the Texas Legislature voted
to institute a presidential primary in Texas. Consequently, Reagan's hopes of
winning in Tex.as rested with the general public, not the state's established
GOP leadership. The legislature hoped that a presidential primary would
enhance Texas Senator Lloyd Bentsen's chances of victory in the Democratic
race against Jimmy Carter. The split between liberal and conservative
Democratic party leaders had traditionally made the selection of delegates at
the state convention a difficult task. However, for Republicans, the new primary meant that established GOP leaders could no longer control the process,
as they would have in the traditional nominating convention. Instead, grassroots Reagan supporters made their voices heard in the primary campaign
rather than being ignored in the backroom politicking at a state convention. 1
The first ever presidential primary in Texas was scheduled for May 1,
1976. As that date drew closer, a number of individuals became active in shaping the race. John Connally, for instance, was convinced that the GOP needed
to revamp its image both at the national and state levcL Americans had grown
increasingly disenchanted with the nation's chaotic atmosphere left over from
the previous decade. Nixon'5 Watergate scandal, coupled with the powerful
state Democratic organization, obstructed the Texas GOP's track toward mainstream acceptance. 4
Connally argued that television advertisements could revamp the party's
image; they were "instant and dramatic," and could be as powerful as any
branch of the federal government. As a fonner Hollywood actor and General
Electric spokesman, Ronald Reagan was well prepared to utilize television to
appeal to conservative Democrats in Texas. His brand of new conservatism
stressed social issues such as opposition to abortion and gun control, support
for school prayer, and other issues not adopted by the traditional Texas GOP
leadership. 5.6
As the leaders of both parties braced themselves for the upcoming eJection, a number of issues emerged that illuminated subjects the Ford campaign
had hoped to avoid. In July 1975 the U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled
that a 1971 desegregation plan adoptcd by the Dallas Independent School
District was inadequate. In order to comply with the new decision, Dallas
Judge William Taylor devised a new plan for the district. 7 On March 12, 1976,
district officials announced that more than 20,000 students would be bused to
satisfy the court's desegregation compliance program.~ As if Dallas conservatives were not unhappy enough with these decisions, JudgeTaylor announced
that property tax.es would be increased to fund the busing program. Reagan
supported a constitutional amendment outlawing busing; Ford advocated limited federal intervention in elementary and secondary education, a softer
stance necessitated by his need to maintain the support of moderates in other
regions. During the early stages of the Texas primary campaign, Ford skirted
the issue of busing.') But he was unprepared when a San Antonio citizen questioned him about his administration's support for a $5,000 National Endow-
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ment for the Humanities grant, which the citizen claimed was being used in
part to fund a homosexual rights convention in San Antonio. 10
As the Texas primary approached, Ford was forced to adjust his positions
- or at least his words - to appeal to the heavy concentration of social conservatives enamored with Reagan. But he appeared insincere to many voters
because his campaign rhetoric was rarely supported by action. 11 To complicate
matters further, Ford's campaign strategists consistently misread the relationship between conservative Texa." Democrats and big business. The 1973 Arab
oil embargo had weakened the economy in some regions, but in Texas it had
been a catalyst for growth. Few Texans wanted to tamper with the good fortunes of oil barons. Nevertheless, Ford's strategists theorized that a majority
of Texans looked with disfavor upon big oil. This was not the only miscalculation made by the Ford campaign. The president and his advisors also failed
to capitalize on the shifting political climate of the state. Strategists dismissed
traditional economic conservatives as solidly Democratic - as had long been
the case - and made no plans to court crossover voters_ 12

President Ford's chief advisor in Texas was lohn Tower, who was
rumored to be seeking a cabinet appointment. The President paid little attention to Tower, however, except to encourage his pursuit of John Connally's
elusive endorsement. Connally consistently denied his own interest in the
GOP nomination but criticized the party ceaselessly and publicly. He repeatedly spoke of strengthening American business and patriotic resolve within the
party_ His refusal to support Ford enthusiastically may have given many
Texans the impression that the administration was merely a carry over of the
scandal-ridden Nixon administration. l3
Ford's campaign advisors researched Reagan's popularity even before the
fOlmer California governor announced his candidacy.14 In December 1975,
Ford campaign committee chairman Bo Calloway infonned his staff of some
potential problems with severallssues. Preliminary research showed the president had potential weaknesses with conservative voters in his policy toward
the Soviet Union and the issue of detente. Furthermore, and somewhat more
disconcerting, Ford had an image problem; he was not perceived as "presidential," hut only as a hand-picked successor to a failed and disgraced predecessor. Ford's advisors also concluded that Reagan's support was "soft" at
best, based on the fact that over forty percent of his supporters were not very
knowledgeahle of his record in California. Fifty percent of them were not even
sure what they liked best about Reagan. 15 Reagan, however, was enjoying an
astonishing ninety-five percent name recognition factor, with a favorability
rating of fifty-four percent. Poll respondents saw Reagan as bolder, more decisive, more straightforward, more competent, and stronger than Ford.lt.
As the Ford campaign began to shape its national strategy, the president's
appeal in Texas continued to dwindle. Ford wanted the public to view him as
both a different kind of Republican, unafraid to attack corporate America, and
a traditional GOP leader. This lack of a clear political identity hurt Ford in
Texas. Ford campaign strategists refused to believe that voters connected the
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GOP, support for big business, and economic growth. Chairman Calloway
went so far as to encourage Ford to sign the Energy Policy and Conservation
Act in December 1975. This bill imposed price controls on oil companies, a
regulatory measure that fostered bitterness toward the federal government
among oil interests l many of which had become reliable fundraisers for conservative politicians in Texas. Rising gasoline prices further turned public sentiment against Ford. The president calculated that Texans would find his anticorporate sentiments appealing. In reality, those with the power to influence
electoral outcomes were again alienated by the Ford administration. 17
According to Ford's internal polls, many Texans distrusted the Federal
Energy Administration, a symptom of a larger distrust of the federal government. Ford's signing of a price roll-back bill, the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (EPCA), had not helped his popularity in Texas. Oil companies feared divestiture within their industry and embraced the philosophies of
Reagan, who opposed the new law fOT three reasons. First, he argued that it
would increase dependence on foreign oil sources. Second, he claimed that
price controls were a disincentive for domestic producers. And third, he argued
that controlled prices conflicted with any hopes for conservation, because
fixed prices encourage d greater consumption. 18 Late in April, Ford and his
advisors became aware that the bill would cost them considerable support in
Texas. However, some within the administration mistakenly believed that faltering support was attributable only to the EPCA. In reality, Texas's emerging
conservative coalition consisted of social conservatives and religious leaders
as well as the oil magnates with distaste for regulatory policy.]~
At the same time, John Tower spent much of his time trying to curb
Reagan's growing popularity, which had been fostered mainly by the actions
of the Citizens for Reagan grassroots organization. Reagan, whose campaign
success stories in other state primaries to that point were few and far between
began looking to Texas as key to his aspirations. In preparation for the Texas
campaign, he focused more attention on anti-government sentiment, aid to oil
businesses, and a corporate-friendly energy policy. Tower chose to pursue
Connally's endorsement while offering blanket dismissals of Reagan's criticisms of the Ford administration. Although Ford consistently pursued
Connally's favor more fervently than did Reagan, both candidates sent
telegrams praising Connally's comments at a GOP fundraiser in Tarrant
County. Connally had lambasted the GOP for ethical lapses in Washington and
called on the party improve its morals through less intrusive government.
Meanwhile, Ford tried to diminish the legitimacy of Reagan's presidential
aspirations by intimating that Reagan was costing himself a chance at the vicepresidency - implying that higher aspirations were improbable. Ford used
words like irresponsible and extreme when describing Reagan and his policies
toward the Soviet Union and the Panama Canal. The same tactics had crippled
Barry Goldwater's campaign in Texas twelve years earlier, and Ford hoped the
charges of extremism would stick to Reagan as well. 20
l

On March 24, Reagan upset Ford in the North Carolina primary, due in
large part to a series of diatribes painting Ford's plans to renegotiate America's
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defensive and territorial rights to the Panama Canal as a relinquishment of
"sovereign U.S. territory" against the consent of the public. Ford did not effectively defend his stance on the issue in Texas until an interview on April 21, in
which he attacked Reagan's strategy as irresponsible. The President stated that
Reagan's actions would result in a war in which as many as 10,000 U.S. troops
would likely lose their lives. Additionally, Ford claimed that failing to negotiate with the Panamanians would alienate relations with much of Latin
America. Despite this relatively vague defense, it was Ford's main offensive
effort to minimize the issue in Texas. 21 In earlier trips to Texas, Ford had
tersely denied that he would ever relinquish sovereign United States territory.
In San Antonio on April 9 and 10, Ford limited his answers to questions on the
Panama Canal to two and three sentences. Reagan predictably pounced on
Ford's new stance, claiming it was merely a reaction to the public's renewed
interest in the issue. 22
After losing in North Carolina, Ford's campaign staff place renewed
importance on the May I primary in Texas and announced a revamped schedule that included more visits to the state. The President spent much of April 9
through 12 in San Antonio and Dallas. He returned during the last week of
April, visiting the Texas Panhandle, students at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, and business leaders in Abilene. Despite his efforts to appeal to Texas
conservatives, Ford never seemed to be accepted wholeheartedly. He never
convinced Texans that he was passionate about the issues they, and Reagan,
thought important. Ford's sincere interest in Texas was being questioned,
while Reagan appeared genuinely to enjoy his visits to the state. Reagan's
image as a Westerner and cowboy, advocating rugged individualism and presenting frontiersman persona, was hardly mirrored by Ford's personality.2l
Ford largely avoided significant issues in Texas and continued to chase
his dream of a Connally endorsement most fervently. Connally refused to
endorse Ford, saying that their close personal friendship prevented him from
making an impartial decision on behalf of the Texas people. Reagan did not
rest his hopes in Texas on Connally's endorsement, at least not as strongly as
did Ford. Instead. he pursued crossover votes from conservative Democrats,
businessmen in the oil industry, and former Goldwater backers, all without
appearing to pander to any single constituency. Public perception of Reagan in
Texas was consistently positive; he was characterized as honest and, unlike
Ford. a straight-talker rather than a back-room politician. 24
Reagan advertised and promoted his candidacy far more in Texas than did
Ford. The Ford campaign also had difficulty raising money in the state, while
Reagan's direct-mail fundraising operation was proficient,25 Ford's strategists
planned a five-minute, statewide speech to counter many of Reagan's allegations, but the president's personal advisors urged Ford to remain above the
fray in the hopes that he might appear more "presidential." On April 9, the
Ford campaign, which had originally allocated $450,000 to advertising in the
Texas primary. reduced its promotions budget by $30,000. 26
Reagan spoke with student leaders at Southern Methodist University on
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April 6 and was pleased to discover that they opposed the counter-culture
movement that had plagued the Reagan governorship in California during the
late 1960s. 27 Reagan's confidence appealed to the growing number of youths
involved in state politics. During the final week of the campaign, Reagan
raised the issue of crime more often and accused Ford of treating the safety of
Texas' citizens as an afterthought. Hoping to quell such talk, the President
delivered a speech at Texas Stadium and announced a new "get tough on
crime" prevention policy_2~ After the speech, Ford appeared confident but
admitted that he would have to do some work to regain favor with oil constituents due to his unpopular signing of the EPCA the previous December. 29
Reagan successfully controlled the campaign against Ford by proactively pursuing his own agenda. Ford was often forced to defend his claim that
Soviet military spending had not made the United States a second-rate military
power by citing complex tonnage and firepower comparisons and arguing that
America's secure borders limited the need for increased military spending.
Presidential advisor David Gergen addressed some of these issues with Ford
during speechwriting sessions. However, while Gergen and Ford agreed to
touch on the issues Reagan raised, the Ford campaign team continued to
underestimate [he importance of foreign policy to Texans. 30 Reagan did not
limit his criticism of Ford's foreign policy to the Soviet Union. He also
brought relations with Angola and Cuba to the public's attention, and attacked
Ford on detente and alleged poor leadership from Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger. J'
Ford added to his troubles with a poorly worded phrase during a speech
on the campus of West Texas State University in Canyon. In reference to his
personal political philosophy, Ford said, "any government big enough to give
you everything you want is big enough to take away everything you have."12
Clearly, this was an attempt to convince the public that he, and not Reagan,
was the candidate of smaller government and more local control.
Unfortunately, the public perceived Ford as the leader of just such an intrusive
government. 3] Reagan continued to pressure Ford on issues such as the national debt, increased intlation, and government interference in various social
issues. With the American public exhausted by a decade of war and scandal,
Reagan captured the anti-government, anti-establishment sentiment and
turned it into a platfonn that later became the basis of his presidency.34
Reagan's popularity grew in part because of his constant appearances at
GOP fundraisers. Despite increased spending by Ford, Reagan outspent the
president by a substantial margin. 35 By April 14, Reagan's appearances around
the state were out-drawing Ford's, and the number of issues Reagan discussed
expanded proportionately. Once again, the Panama Canal became a hot topic,
despite Tower's insistence that Reagan was misinterpreting Ford's intentions.
Reagan also began targeting conservatives in both parties more specifically.
He spoke frequently about the need to put God back in public schools. and criticized research grants to institutions of higher education; he addressed crime
prevention and attacked Ford on busing and energy_ Reagan's Texas campaign
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became an all-encompassing conservative platform with broad support.
Democratic candidate Jimmy Carter's decision to withdraw resources from
Texas in mid-April further advanced Reagan's cause in the state. Without a
noticeable Democratic campaign (Carter expected to carry the state by twenty
points), Texas Democrats became a more legitimate crossover threat. J6
The potential for George Wallace to siphon votes from Reagan's more
right wing followers seemed less credible after both candidates held rallies in
Fort Worth on April 15. Reagan drew 3000 supporters for his speech at Burnett
Park in the city's central business district, ten times the number Wallace
attracted later that day. Reagan was reported to be "poised and confident" and
attacked Ford's lack of attention to busing programs and school prayer.
Meanwhile, John Connally spent April 16 denying reports that he had been
offered the position of Secretary of State in exchange for endorsing Ford. The
incumbent president clearly remained on the defensive, without a legitimate
presence in Texas and only a shred of hope that a Connally endorsement would
tum things around.)?
Internal polls encouraged Ford to push for high voter turnout, clearly misreading the potential crossover voters for Reagan. Ford's advisors largely
ignored this threat of conservative Democrats while overestimating the support of traditional, less conservative Republicans who had moved South during the oil boom. 38 They believed that relocated northern Republicans would
balance any crossover vote. Pollsters assured the president as late as April 15
that he would win the Texas primary by a margin of anywhere between five
and fourteen percent.-19 In fact, polls showed Ford as the more popular candidate in Texas among every demographic group except the thirty-five-to-fiftyfour-year age bracket and those with incomes under $5,000. Ford's campaign
strategists further interpreted the president's seventy-two percent job approval
rating (among Republican voters only) as a positive sign. In reality, twentyeight percent of Republicans in Texas disapproved of Ford's performance,
while between seventy-two and eighty-two percent held favorable opinions of
Reagan. And while polls showed Ford leading among all demographic groups
save the two mentioned above, they also revealed that Reagan was perceived
as the more competent candidate on all issues except foreign policy. Ford's
inability to seize upon this strength, instead allowing Reagan to control debate
on defense issues, was another miscalculation by the president's campaign. 4tl
Ford desperately spent campaign dollars during the final week of the
Texas primary campaign. Outspending Reagan $200,000 to $75,000, Ford predicted that the "New Texans" who had flocked to the Sunbelt during the oil
boom would relate to his brand of conservatism. At the same time, First Lady
Betty Ford commented to the press that a loss in Texa.<; was not a "killer" and
could be overcome. The perception grew that Ford was failing to identify with
Texas conservatives, both of the social and fiscal persuasion. The campaign
appeared to be mired in a defeatist attitude.41
The Ford campaign also devoted a significant amount of time and effort
to filing complaints and making allegations against Reagan's campaign oper-
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ations in Texas. The Texas Citizens for Reagan organization, listed as
Reagan's official campaign committee in Texas, was limited by federal campaign regulations regarding fundraising and soft money. Another group, called
Delegates for Reagan, a self-proclaimed independent support organization, did
not fall under the same guidelines. As advertising dollars from the Delegates
for Reagan increased, far outweighing regulated spending reported by the
Texas Citizens for Reagan, Ford campaign representatives began to file
exhaustive complaints. These objections against Reagan's organization in
Texas began as early as February 1976 when Ford's staff challenged the publication and distribution of statewide Ronald Reagan newsletters, the compilation of GOP voter lists, and the use of congressional district offices as campaign offices. 42 Evidence of collusion, such as both groups using the same letterhead, was present. Somewhat inexplicably, however, few repercussions
resulted. In fact, perhaps the only consequence of the filing of complaints was
the distraction of the issue itself, which better served Reagan than Ford. 43
Before May I, the Reagan bandwagon gained more national followers
with the addition of convention delegates from South Carolina and Missouri.
A poll showed that Oklahoma's delegates would soon be pledged to Reagan as
well. Tower tried to use Reagan's Panama Canal issue against him and warned
Texas voters that a Reagan nomination would be like handing the Democrats
the White House come November. At that point, Tower queried, "Who knows
what would be given away?" Despite Ford's outspending of Reagan during the
final weeks of the campaign, pro-Reagan advertisements, purchased by various independent political action groups, continued to appear in newspapers
and television stations across the state. 44 Throughout the campaign, Ford challenged Reagan's experience and approach to important issues. He claimed that
Reagan offered overly simple solutions to complex problems. This argument
failed to convince Texans who related to Reagan's straight-talk approach. Ford
ended his campaign in the conservative districts of Lubbock and Abilene, mentioning a personal friendship with conservative Democrat and longtime representative from the 19th Congressional district, George Mahon of Lubbock. 45
Vote totals on May 1 validated what political observers already knew:
Reagan had overwhelmingly defeated Ford in Texas. The final percentages
gave Reagan a sixty-seven percent to thirty-three percent victory. Although
initial reports suggested that Ford had won Raines County, one of the few in
which the voting had been close, tabulations over the next three days confirmed that Reagan had swept the entire state. 46 Tower criticized voters for
blindly accepting Reagan's inaccurate descriptions of Ford's policies and dismissed the victorious Reagan as a "bombastic preacher" who used "hard-lining cliches. parables and jokes" to captivate a personality-starved constituency_ Pre-election calculations had determined that a Republican voter turnout of
more than 175,000 would be impossible without a heavy crossover vote. With
more than 464,000 votes cast in the GOP primary, Reagan's influence had
clearly been felt across party lines and drastically altered the way future primary campaigns and general eJections were conducted in Texas. Reagan's certified margin of victory was 310,381 to 152,022 (2,329 uncommitted votes). A
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post-election analysis showed that even without any crossover votes from conservative Democrats, Reagan would still have taken the state by some 58,000
votes. 47
Tower's credibility and popularity with Texas voters also took a massive
hit as a result of Ford's primary defeat. In the weeks following the contest,
rumors circulated that Tower's sole motivation in working with Ford was to
gain minority leadership status in the Senate. Additionally, the now embattled
Tower faced hostility and animosity from many within the Texas GOP leadership. As the state convention approached in June, it was clear that Tower
would not be invited to take a seat in the Texat; delegation at the Republican
National Convention in Kansas City.4~
Reagan continued to gain momentum in the weeks following the Texas
primary, and captured enough delegates in Indiana, Georgia, and Arizona to
claim a lead over Ford. Texas Governor Dolph Briscoe announced his support
for Democratic nominee Jimmy Carter in mid-May, although his enthusiasm
was tempered by Carter's selection of liberal Minnesota Senator Walter
Mondale as running mate. Other developments in May included the release of
a statewide poll indicating that a John Connally endorsement would not have
had any bearing on the outcome of the GOP primary. In fact, the random ~am
pIe showed that while thirty-four percent claimed that a Connally endorsement
would have made them more likely to vote for a particular candidate l thirtyeight percent claimed that it would have had the opposite effect. Polls in April
showed that the Connally endorsement would have resulted in a twenty-nine
percent increase in Ford's vote total. 49
Political pundits also claimed that, on a national level, Ford never fully
managed to embrace the advantages of his incumbency. Rather, the president
struggled to convince voters that he was a legitimate president and deserved
the office on his own merits. To conservatives in Texas, Reagan represented a
new beginning and an end to the chaos that had plagued the United States in
domestic and foreign policy for a decade. By mid-May, some within the Ford
administration were on the verge of panic. Reagan was clearly controlling the
issues of the campaign. Ford's responses were not only inadequate, but had
reduced the president to a mere candidate rather than the incumbent. 5o
For Texans, the 1976 presidential primary was a landmark political event.
The viability of Republican candidates at the local level was forever altered as
a result of the decisive Reagan victory. By 1980, marginalized leaders such as
John Tower were forced to embrace a new conservative agenda, not because
Texans altered their collective political ideology but because Reagan's brand
of Republicanism more accurately reflected the with deeply rooted conservative beliefs about the size and scope of the federal government. Reagan did not
cause the partisan realignment experienced in Texas between 1976 and 1984,
but he and the candidates who adopted his philosophies, especially in the way
of campaign strategy, benefited most from the shift. Texas voters began voting
Republican in larger numbers during the 1970s and 1980s, not just in presidential races but in state and local elections as well. Reagan's victory in 1976
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made the GOP fashionable in Texas, and resulted in legitimate political competition for the first time since Reconstruction.
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A "GRAND OLD CHURCH H ROSE IN THE EAST:
THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST (COGIC) IN EAST TEXAS
by Karen Kossie-Chemyshev

Black Holiness-Pentecostalism in general and the Church of God in
Christ (COGIC) in particular have been studied in a variety of ways, but few
studies have placed either subject within the geographical environs of East
Texas, a primary nurturing place for the movement and the COGle mlssion.
Zora Neale Hurston, in her groundbreaking anthropological study The
Sanctified Church (1935), characterized the African American Pentecostal
Church as a ~'protest against highbrow tendency in Negro Protestant congregations as Negroes gain [ed] education and wealth" and "a revitalizing element in Negro music and religion."l Subsequent scholarly studies investigated the myriad themes introduced in Hurston's work. Historical scholarship of
the 1970s debated the origins of the Black Pentecostal movement and canvassed its flourishing on domestic and international fronts. 2 Sociological studies of the period generally described the movement as transitory or pathological. 1 Studies in the J 980s and 1990s offered analyses valorizing the Africanderived concepts of power,4 community,S creativity,6 and spirituality 7 inherent
in the Black Pentecostal cosmos. Given the predominant focus on broader historical and interpretative aims, few studies have centered on Black
Pentecostalism in Texas. Ada Moorhead Holland and Reverend C.C. White's
No Quittin' Sense (1969),8 an in-depth biographlcal study of White's life and
ministry, and Alwyn Barr's Black Texans: A History of Negroes in Texas:
1528-1971 (1973),9 initiated a regional examination of the movement that I
hope to continue in this constructionist essay.
In-house publications of the Church of God in Christ and selected
accounts of Black Pentecostal witnesses affirm that East Texas was fertile soil
for the COGIC, which now boasts approximately six million members in the
United States, the Caribbean, Asia, and Africa. The region provided a place to
establish and nurture the organization in the southwest, and fostered young
men and women who committed their lives to re-exploring, re-defining, and
re-interpreting the Christian mission according to the COGIC belief system.

By 1906 African Americans formed majorities in fourteen counties along
the Texas coast, in the Brazos River valley, and in Northeast Texas, and constituted forty to fifty percent of the population in thirteen other East Texas
counties. JO With black political involvement and influence truncated by legalized segregation and discrimination, black churches stood to gain much from
the creative energles of African Americans of the post-emancipatlon period;
the Church of God in Christ was no exception.
Early pioneers who nurtured the COGIC in East Texas were Bishop E.M.
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Page (Dallas), Mother Hannah Chandler (Dallas), Mother Mattie McGlothen
(Tehuacana), Mother Emma Crouch (Morris County), and Evangelist Nancy
Gamble (Thorton, Arkansas). A historical overview of their contributions to
the COGlC organization suggests that early members created a vibrant framework for social and spiritual fulfillment despite their marginalized experience
within Southern culture because they were black and within African American
religious culture because they were Pentecostal. II
While variations existed, the basic theology COGlC members embraced was
distinguished by its appreciation for glossalalia (speaking in tongues), for the spiritual gifts - particularly healing - and for the African-derived liturgy of plantation praise houses. 12 At a social level, nineteenth-century perfectionist Christianity,
the will to power (black post-Civil War proto-liberatianism), the ecumenical
nature of the early Pentecostal movement (though short-lived), and urbanization
all fostered its rapid growth within the African American community.
Outnumbered by black Baptists, who numbered 388,044 by 1936 and
constituted the single largest denomination in Texas, black or white, black
Holiness-Pentecostals increased from 1,500 members in 1906 to 18,000 in
1926. By 1930, Holiness-Pentecostal churches claimed thirty-one of 160 congregations in Houston, making them second only to black Baptists. By comparison, black Catholics, Congregationalists, Episcopalians. Presbyterians,
Disciples of Christ, and members of the Churches of Christ, all connected to
white denominations, numbered fewer than 10,000. 13
The COGIC Pentecostal mission was shared by a variety of religious
organizations aptly described as "Holiness-Pentecostal," including the Church
of the Living God, the Christian Workers for Fellowship, the Pillar and the
Ground of Truth, the Apostolic Church, and the General Assembly. 14 Like most
churches, the COGlC furnished a proto-liberationist foundation for withstanding sociopolitical oppression by supporting education, providing forums for
discussion, and organizing structures for the development of black leaders.
Bishop E.M. Page planted the COGIC in Dallas in 1910,15 the same year
the COGIC organization celebrated its official birth date, in response to founding Bishop Charles Harrison Mason's mandate. Despite a restrictive social climate of segregation and economic discrimination,16 Bishop Page attempted to
stabilize the COGIC in Texas by emphasizing the importance of education and
the printed word. His administration established both a school and The Texas
Bulletin, a monthly jurisdictional magazine printed in San Antonio and distributed throughout the state. Conceived in 1913, the Page Normal Industrial
and Bible Institute. also called the "Page Industrial and Literary School,l? was
constructed on Henry Prairie Road about four miles northeast of Hearne,
Texas,IR and mirrored the organization's dual appreciation for spiritual excellence and secular achievement. The institute roceived a significant stamp of
approval when Bishop Charles Harrison Mason, founder of the COGIC, sent
his son, Bob, to study there. 19 Although fire devastated the complex in 1932,20
the "jurisdictional system" implemented in part to raise funds for the institute,
is still the bedrock or COOle administration. 21
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Page touted his accomplishments in a letter to the Yearbook of the Church
of God in Christ for the Year 1926, affirming growth from twelve churches to
more than one hundred in eleven years. Page noted that in addition to the
"[m]any thousand souls saved, church houses built, 268 acres of the school
land bought and paid for," and "school erected, Te[x]as produced good preachers and well trained men."22
Having held eleven State Convocations and raised $38,825.19 for the
organization, Page was pleased with COGIC progress in Texas, especially
since he had dreaded moving to the region. He recalled that "(i]n the later part
of 1913, the Lord, through Elder C. H. Mason ... called [him] to go to Texas.
It hurt [him] so bad to think of going to Texas, hut after humbling [himself]
before the Lord for five hours in prayer, [the Lordl spoke to [his] soul and
[Page] said: 'Yes, Lord!' Not one moment did [Page] resist any more." In
January 1914, "[Pagel left Memphis for Texas. Arrived in Dallas on the 27th ,
met the Church that night and they received [him] gladly."23
Wholeheartedly embracing his administrative duties, Page established regular communication among affiliate churches through The Texas Bulletin.
Published "in the interest of Christian religion and education,"21 the magazine carried a yearly subscription fee of one dollar, which made the publication affordable to its readership. The publication also announced developments on campus
and recapped lectures offered by Page's assistant, Overseer I.H. Galloway of
Houston, who "gave able instructions and conducted roundtable discussions."25
Training ministers in the art of preaching, Galloway posited that "[t]hirty
and thirty-five minutes should be the time limit of .,. sermon[s]." He outlined
what has become a classic prescription for a successful African American
Pentecostal sennon: "You should know when to close, and do not close out
lower than where you began. Learn to close out in the height of your message.
Then, too, learn to build your sermon. Do not start off too rapidly, but build up
to your climax, then close."26 Galloway argued, "Let's quit boring aUf people;
if we do not, we will not have anybody to bore." Galloway further warned, "Do
not shout at your people before and during your sennon. Do not personate. Do
not agitate. Fast before or on entering your revival meetings, but not during the
time, you need the energy for service. I do not go to my pulpit fasting."2?
When Galloway was not teaching at the school or preaching he served as
president of the National Benevolent Burial Association, suggesting his commitment to organized community outreach. Because of Galloway's legislative skill
and longstanding relationship with the association and with the COGIC, members from "several states" were afforded the opportunity to join the association.
The Texas Bulletin also facilitated the establishment of COGlC churches.
By 1926 the COGIC counted approximately 150 ministers in Texa~, fifty local
elders and licensed preachers, and at least fouT "women evangelistic helpers."2R
More than fifty-five Texas cities and residential enclaves, mostly in East Texas,
touted a COOle connection, including the following: Abilene, Amarillo,
Bastrop, Beaumont, Blooming Grove, Bonham, Brenham, Bryan, Cleburne,
Como, Conroe, Crockett, Dallas (Oak Cliff), Denison, Electra, Ennis,
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Fairbanks, Fannersville, Ferris, Fort Worth, Franklin, Galveston, Garland,
Grayburg-Silsbee, Hillsboro, Houston (Goosecreek and 3rd Ward), Jasper
(Honey Island), La Grange, Lincoln, Magnolia, Magnolia Springs, Marshall,
Maypearl, Nacogdoches, Nolan, Orange, Palestine (West Side), Paris, Plum,
Port Arthur, Prairie, Rosebud, Sulphur Springs, Tehuacana, Trinity, Wichita
Falls, and Waxahachie. 29
In his discussion of COGIC influence in Nacogdoches, C.C. White
depicted a phenomenon akin to a spiritual/territorial invasion. Early black
Pentecostals were bold, aggressive, and persistent. Accordingly, they were
often met with fear, wonder, and protest. In many ca'\es, as in White's, they
eventually achieved acquiescence. 3o White recalled that Baptist preachers "got
all stirred" when they learned that Pentecostals were attempting to establish a
church in town: "All kinds of tales got going around about it. They said these
new people could put some kind of spell on folks. Their church was called
Church of God in Christ, and the people that belonged to it was called 'sanctified people' or 'holiness people."']!
Determined to maintain hegemony, White and others decided to "run"
COGle adherents "out of town" by challenging their theology, reasoning that
if they could show the Pentecostals up members of the community would stop
frequenting their services. The plan fell through when only one of the Baptist
challengers went to the showdown. n The Baptist minister who made an
appearance warned his colleagues afterwards, "You fellows better be careful if
you go down there. Them damned niggers got the Bible cold, on everything
they say. They're going exactly by it." According to White, the COGIC
"stayed" and the Baptists "stayed mad."33
Once the COGlC church had settled in, its members began to proselytize.
Although their invitations were often rejected, as White recalled, the "Church
of God in Christ people didn't give up. They kept on asking, and some more of
our members got to wanting me to let them come. I put them off as long as I
could. Finally I got mad one day in church and I told my congregation, 'If nothing will do... but have them sanctified niggers out here, let them come.' So they
come." White noted, "the first person to be saved by them was my own wife."34
The COGle appeal may have also stemmed from its adherence to an
unprecedented prerequisite for ministry, one that baffled most mainline worshippers - "baptism" in the "Holy Spirit." White's spiritual journey away from
the Baptist to the COGlC church, one that his wife's conversion facilitated,
speaks to the effectiveness of early COGle missionaries, many of whom were
women. Cheryl Townsend Gilkes examined their involvement in '''Together

and in Harness': Women's Traditions in the Sanctified Church," arguing that
Bishop Mason's legal separation from his first wife may have opened the door
for the steady, sustained influence of women within the COGlC organization.
Divorced from a woman who was still living, Bishop Mason could not remarry. Gilkes noted that "[h]is position as an unmarried head of a church was
almost unique in black church history, a marked departure from the traditional pattern of a preacher mamed to a professional woman leader (usually a

30

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

teacher). This historical 'accident' generated the model of a nearly
autonomous women's organization."35
The "nearly autonomous" status of the COGIC women's organization
distinguished it from that of black Baptist women of the predominantly black
National Baptist Convention. Evelyn Higginbotham contends that the Baptist
women's movement largely developed "apart from" the male-dominated
National Baptist Convention, where "[i]n the early 1880s and into the next
decade, (women] struck out on a new and separate course by forging their own
sphere of influence at the state level."l6
In the early period of the COGIC, the title "overseer:' a literal translation
of the Greek word usually translated as "bishop," was used for both men and
women leaders. This practice "implied that the founders of the COGle and
other denominations initially envisioned a church organized in parallel structures of both male and female overseers." The resulting structure was "closer
to the dual sex political systems characteristic of some West African societies
than to the patriarchal Episcopal polities of European origin."3?
Of the positions held by women in the COGIC, that of the international,
state, or local church mother/supervisor was the most revered. Her position
approached that of a supportive "wife" in the domestic sphere.3~ According to
this design, the church mother "is to the pastor in the local church what a wife
is to her husband in the home." The term "mother" was particularly useful
because it fused secular and spiritual domains in a manner that reflected an
African concept of motherhood. The mother - supreme matriarch - invoked
the power to lead, to organize, to produce. and to nurture. The pastor (son) certainly was expected to lead the church. but he held deep respect for his "mother" (wife), knowing that her support was essential to his success.
The evangelist held the second highest position listed under the category
of "women's work." Hardly a free agent. she operated with the endorsement of
her pastor and jurisdictional supervisor. In addition, she had to be "available to
travel and conduct revivals whenever and wherever called upon."39
Mother Lizzie Woods Roberson, first International Supervisor of Women,
1911-1945, and Mother Lillian Brooks Coffey, second International
Supervisor of Women, 1945-1953, established precedents for CooIC women
throughout the organization. But Hannah Chandler, Evangelist Nancy Gamble,
Mother Mattie McGlothen, and Mother Emma Crouch set the pace for COGIC
women in Texas.
The first "Mother of Texas," Hannah Chandler was a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church before joining the COGIC. Her pastor taught the
doctrine of sanctification in accordance with Methodist tradition, and
Chandler received her frrst religious experience through his teachings.
Chandler was introduced to the "baptism of the Holy Ghost" by Emma James
of Memphis, Tennessee, during an evangelistic mission in Dallas in 1910, a
message Chandler "had never heard ... before."4() After "expounding in such a
simple way" and explaining that sanctification was a prerequisite for tlle "bap-
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tism of the Holy Ghost," James began "begging God" to grace Chandler with
this new spiritual experience. When Chandler returned to the M.E. Church
"baptized with the Holy Ghost l" howeverl she was excommunicated from her
church. She then joined James on an evangelistic mission to Tyler, where the
"Lord gave... a great field of labor" and "many souls were saved and added to
the Church."41 In 1911 Chandler attended her first state Convocation in Little
Rock, Arkansas, and her first national Convocation in Memphis, Tennessee.
After two years of service in various capacities, from evangelist to church janitor, Chandler was named Mother of the Women's Work of the State ofTexas. 42
Both surprised and honored by her appointment, Chandler became
'·almost unnerved" when she read the letter. She began "praying to the Lord to
give [her] wisdom" to assume her new position. Once she accepted the office,
she "went into it with all [her] heart." By 1914, there were only "seven or eight
churches in the state," but by 1926, there were "about 150." Chandler noted. "I
have worked these eleven years with Elder Page and we have not had any trouble at all. We are very glad to say that women's work is well organized in
Texas."'B Chandler served in the COGIC until her death in 1944.
East Texas also figures strongly in the life of District Missionary Nancy
Gamble (c. 1873~ 1950). Born in Thorton, Calhoun County, Arkansas, after
emancipation, Gamble experienced "sanctification" in Tyler, Texas, through
the ministry of Pastor James T. Blakely, and engaged in mission efforts with
several spirited CaGle church mothers as dedicated as she to the COGIC mission. "Distinctive in her appearance," wearing a "black bonnet trimmed in
white .. , [and] tied" snug "under [her] chin:' Gamble sang and played the guitar as she "work[ed] out" (established) COGIC churches in Texas. 44 After completing her job in Texas, Gamble extended her efforts to New Brunswick, New
JerseYl where her brother and sister-in-law resided. In 1925, Gamble founded
Faith Temple COGle in East Chicago and proceeded with evangelistic work
in Marion and Kokomo, Indiana. In 1942, at age fifty-nine l Gamble founded
an enduring mission in Chicago at 1001 N. Kennedy (now Atterson Way) in an
edifice once used as a fish market: the Christian symbolism evoked was certain to have been useful. As a result of Gamble's involvement in COGIC,
Mother Lizzie Roberson appointed her first state supervisor of Illinois.
Native East Texan Mattie McGlothen also made extensive contributions
to the COGle organization. Her story highlights the Texas/California migratory trek of many black Texans. 4• The eleventh of fifteen children, McGlothen
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Evans T. Carter in Tehuacana, Texas, a small town
near Dallas, but was raised in t.he vicinity of Tehuacana and Mexia. At age six.
she moved to Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and "thought she must have been in
Heaven, for it was the fIrst time she had ever been to town or seen the bright
city hghts."4<i
j

McGlothen attended public school in Sapulpa from age six to fifteen. A
bout with tuberculosis kept her out of school for eighteen months. In order to
catch up with her studies, she was sent to Kansas City, Kansas, where she
attended Quindara College and was graduated valedictorian in 1921. Among
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her classmates was the legendary Lena Horne. Sharing the same balcony,
McGlothen and Home sang together in the college choir throughout their
tenure there. As Horne traveled throughout the country, she kept in contact
with McGlothen, who taught grades one through nine in Depew, Oklahoma,
for four years.
Mattie returned home in May 1921 and learned that her mother had been
"saved." In July, while returning home from the "picture show" with Emma
Washington, an acquaintance, the two chatted about a revival conducted by
Pentecostal Evangelist Missionary Lula Powell. Having heard that attendants
were "being healed," inquisitive Mattie decided to verify the claims. Without
planning to do so, McGlothen "received the baptism of the Holy Ghost and
was healed that very night."47 McGlothen affirmed, "I could hear Mother
Power say, 'Come on God, come on God, do your work, do your work,' and
the Holy Ghost came in.H48
After Mattie's conversion and baptism, she joined Elder Griffin's church,
the host congregation for Powell's revival, and decided to become a missionary.
The following year, Mattie (Carter) began to "court" George McGlothen, whom
she met in September 1922. Dating was different then, as McGlothen's biographer affirmed: "The young folk would meet at church, walk to the top of the hill
and turn around and come back."49 Strolls notw1thstanding, Mattie Carter was
not sure she wanted to marry George because he was "the biggest gambler 1n
Oklahoma," and "had just gotten out of jail and [come I straight to church."
Mattie's sister thought he was "drunk" rather than sincere despite his ardent
professions "1' m converted, 1'm converted." Mattie recalled, "I hated him and
he hated me. He didn't speak to me and I didn't speak to him." Within a few
days of their initial encounter, George began to "talk to" Mattie, an early phase
of their courtship that "went on for about two months until he got scrioUS."'O
Perhaps knowing the political power of the preacher in those days,
George informed Elder C. Range of his affections for Mattie, confiding to
Range that he wanted to marry "that gir1." Believing that George's salvation
alone made him a worthy candidate for marriage, Range said to young Mattie,
"This boy is saved - all his sins are behind him. You marry this boy," The case
was settled, for "during those days you obeyed the preacher."5\
Times were hard for the young couple, as they generally were for young
Pentecostal couples starting out in full-time ministry, Their first mission trip
wa"i to Hugo, Oklahoma; however, a previous journey to Idabelle had exhausted their resources. Mattie recalled, "T had two dresses to my name; one was a
black pinned-stripe, the other a red pinned stripe. I wore those big old black
ribbed stockings and when they wore out, I wore Dad's socks because my
dresses were down to my ankles. 52
Once the McGlothens "didn't have anything to eat." Mattie nonetheless
"went to church," "shouted;' and "never told [the churchl what was happening." When she returned home after the service, "[s]omehow or another while
rambling around, lsheJ found a sweet potato," prepared it, and said to her husband. "Come on Dad, I've got dinner fixed." She recalled, "I didn't let him
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pray and I didn't pray either. I remember starting off crying. I pushed that
sweet potato to him - he pushed it back to me and we pushed it back and forth
to one another."~3
Distraught by their lack of sustenance, George "got up from the table and
went into the bedroom," where Mattie joined him a few minutes later. While
he was down on his knees crying, Mattie kneeled beside him saying, UDon't
cry, Dad, the Lord is going to make a way." Temporary relief carne from the
pastor's wife whom "the Lord touched" and "told" to give George McGlothen
a $5 dollar bill. As deeply trying experiences often lodge themselves in the
recesses of the mind, McGlothen affirmed: "I can't forget that one sweet potato. I'll go to Heaven with that sweet potato image. One sweet potato was all
we had, and no butter to go with it."54
Given Mattie and George McGlothen's dedication to each other and to
the ministry, their financial situation changed over time as they gradually
ascended the COGIC ranks. Bishop Crouch invited the couple to pastor Fresno
Temple COGIC, in Fresno, California. Crouch sent them to survey the church
and tell him their decision, agreeing to help them relocate to California if they
accepted his offer. Both "fell in love with the church and moved."5s
While en route to Fresno, the McGlothens also pastored in Los Angeles,
California, for a short whlle. Not long after their Fresno experience, Crouch
offered them a church in Richmond, California. The McGlothens never forgot
the day of their arrival in Richmond. It was "pouring down rain," perhaps a
harbinger of what became "a long and fruitful ministry."56 During World War
II, the congregation outgrew its small edifice and constructed McGlothen
Temple COGlC. Continuing to work out churches, in 1945 now Bishop
George and Mother Mattie McGlothen organized a church in Pittsburg,
California, also named in their honor. The church was the first ~tructure located at 4th and Montezuma Streets.
Because of her husband's pioneering work, in 1933 Mattie McGlothen
was appointed State Supervisor of California and installed in April 1934. She
was assigned to the northern area and Mother L. O. Hale supervised the southern region, a part of Bishop S. Crouch's jurisdlction. On December 13, 1939,
McGlothen was re-appointed State Supervisor of Northern California. over
which Bishop E.B. Stewart presided. In January 1958, after a new jurisdiction
was otTicially organized to ensure the smooth governance of affiliate churche~, Mattie McGlothen was appointed Supervisor of California Northwest and
distinguished herself by serving five jurisdictional prelates for a total of thirty-six years: Bishops E. E. Hamilton, S.R. Martin, Milton Mathis, Clarence
Davis, and W. W. Hamilton. Having become an astute organizer and leader,
Mother McGlothen supervised the women of 136 churches and missions in the
California Northwest Jurisdiction.'"
Because of her ability and proven dedication to the COGTe organization,
McGlothen was eventually promoted to Intemational Mother of the CaGle in
1976. 58 Bishop Patterson confinned her appointment in a May 1976 letter highlighting McGlothen's "illustrious personality," "loyalty," "wisdom," and
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"respect for leadership," all of which "adequately qualified her to assume the
challenging responsibility to ably lead the Women's Department."~ With
Bishop Patterson's approval, McGlothen proceeded with the same verve that
had become her trademark. Under her leadership the International Women's
department constructed a home for missionaries in the Bahama Islands in 1983
and a pavilion in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, for senior citizens and unwed mothers. 60
While Mattie McGlothen planted most of her COGIC efforts in
California, Mother Emma Frances Crouch served extensively in her native
Texas. A relative of the aforementioned Bishop S. Crouch and aunt of
acclaimed gospel music artists Andrae and Sandra Crouch/i' Emma Frances
Crouch was born February 19, 1911, in Morris County, Texas, on a homestead
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Searcy. After hearing of the Baptism of the Holy
Ghost, she was "sanctified and filled" in 1930. [n 1938, she married Elder B.
1. Crouch and lived with him until his death in 1960.
Mother Crouch's resume resembled that of many Pentecostal women
extensively involved in church work. She served as First Chairlady of the
Young People Willing Workers (YPWW) in Texas, 1956: as District
Missionary for 12 years; Chairperson of the District Missionary Board; and
Second State President of the Sunshine Band. Crouch also acted as an aide and
traveling companion to the Second State Supervisor Bertha Polk. She also
served as president of the National Usher's Board, 1960. She served also on
the Board of Directors for Saints Center. She then acted as First Assistant
General Supervisor to Mother Mattie McGlothen, 1976-1994. Her highest
position was that of the Fifth General Supervisor of COGIC, 1994-1997.
Crouch made contributions to the COGle in a number of other areas as
well. She reorganized the Board of Supervisors, dividing the faction into
Circles "One" and "Two," and appointed area supervisors to serve as National
Supervisors' Representatives. She also re-established the office of National
Pastor's Aide: created the General Board of Bishops' Wives Circle; created the
National Deaconess Circle; appointed a historian for the Department of
Women; fe-established the office of Executive Secretary for the Department;
served as the Fourth President of the Women's International Convention; and
organized the Historical Book Committee to chronicle the history of the
Women's International Convention. 62
Like many COGle women before her, Crouch dedicated her entire life to
church work. The legacies that she and her predecessors left suggest that
COGle men and women of East Texas found church work to be fulfilling and
self-affirming. Their examples served as models for black Pentecostals
throughout the state and nation. COGlC bishops, church mothers, and missionary evangelists heeded New Testament mandates to "go out in the highways and byways" and to "go into the vineyard and work." Constructing
churches, educating their children, and making creative use of meager
resources, their lifelong contributions to the "Grand Old Church" waxed brilliant in the East.
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u.s. FOREST SERVICE RESEARCH AT NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS
by Ronald E. Thill

The U.S. Forest Service is the largest agency within the Department of
Agriculture. With more than 30,000 employees, it is composed of three primary operational branches: the National Forest System, State and Private
Forestry, and Forest Service Research and Development. The National Forest
System, by far the largest of the three, is responsible for protecting and managing the 191 roiJI ion acres that comprise the 155 national forests and twenty
national grasslands of the United States. State and Private Forestry provides
technical and financial assistance to state, private, and tribal forestland owners. Forest Service Research, the largest forest research organization in the
world, is comprised of six stations as well as the Forest Products Laboratory
in Madison, Wisconsin. Most stations consist of an administrative headquarters, various research work units distributed among the s.tates that comprise the
station, and experimental forests where station scientists conduct much of their
research. Many research work units are located on university campuses to
facilitate collaborative research and share equipment and facilities.
From its headquarters in Asheville, North Carolina, the Southern
Research Stacion (SRS) oversees state-of-the-art research in thirteen states,
including Texas. Each of the twenty-five research work units that comprise the
SRS focuses on one or more specific forest research topics that include extensive and intensive forest management of pines, hardwoods, and mixed forest
types; forest hydrology; forest law and taxation; forest economics; forest
genetics; wildlife; fisheries; forest products; fire; forest engineering; and forest insects and diseases. Although the SRS has research wildhfe biologists
located at several forestry-oriented units to foster multidisciplinary research,
its primary wildlife research unit is located on the campus of Stephen F. Austin
State University (SFASU) in Nacogdoches, Texas, within the Wildlife Habitat
& Silviculture Lab (WHSL); this unit was formerly known as the East Texas
Branch (ETB). When established in 1945, research at the ETB dealt primarily
with forest management. In 1961, the focus shifted to combine wildlife and
forestry research. Early wildlife research dealt almost entirely with the impacts
of forest management practices on game species such as deer and squirrels.
During the late 1970s, research at Nacogdoches began to shift to nongame
research - especially forest birds. Today, research at the Nacogdoches Lab
focuses only on nongame species, including birds, butterflies, bats and other
small mammals, reptiles, and amphibians, and is designed to determine how
forest management practices affecl wildlife.
This paper briefly chronicles more than fifty-six years of Forest Service
research in Nacogdoches. Additional information regarding current research
and Lab personnel, publications, the Stephen F. Austin Experimental Forest
(SFAEF), and the SFA Interpretive Trail System can be found on the Unit's
Rooold E. Thill is Supervisory Research Wi/dl{fe Biologist. Wildlife Habitat & Silviculture Lab
(maintained in cooperation with the Arthur Temp/e Collexe of FarestlJ~ Stephen F Austin State
University. )
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web page: www.srs.fsJed.us/wildlife. A more detailed version of this paper is
on file at the WHSL.
The Nacogdoches Lab's earliest history is poorly documented. This article is based on a number of sources, including newspaper archives, research
planning documents, Dr. Robert Baker's Timbered Again, The Story of the
National Forests in Texas/ work unit publications, discussions with current
and retired lab scientists, and the author's personal experience at the
Nacogdoches Lab since 1986.
Much of the earliest Forest Service research in Texas was conducted on
three experimental forests. In 1939, Acting Chief C. Granger established the
San Jacinto Experimental Forest, although the first research there - a cutting
methods study involving thirty-two plots - actually began 1938. 2 This 2,150acre experimental forest was located near Huntsville, Texas, on the Sam
Houston National Forest in Walker County. Another study comparing selection
cutting with the "D+ thinning method" was initiated there in 1949. Together,
these two studies occupied less than 100 acres.] Except for a trunning operation in the mid-I940s and minor salvage removals, very little management or
additional research was conducted there during the 1950s and 19605. 4 Thus,
the San Jacinto Experimental Forest was decommissioned in 1969. 5
Paul Boynton, President of the Stephen F. Austin Teachers College
(SFATC), now Stephen F. Austin State University, was one of the ftrst to recognize the importance of forestry and forestry research to the future of East
Texas. 6 Working with the Texas Forestry Association, a Nacogdoches lumberman named Lacy Hunt, and other influential individuals, Boynton was instrumental in establishing a forestry department at the college as well as the
Stephen F. Austin Experimental Forest. On December 14, 1944, the 78th
Congress enacted Public Law 539, which directed the Chief of the U.S. Forest
Service to work cooperatively with the SFATC to establish this experimental
forest; the SFAEF was officially established on September 19, 1945. Currently
the only experimental forest in Texas, the SFAEF is technically part of the
Angelina National Forest but is administered by the WHSL This 2,560-acre
forest is located in Nacogdoches County about seven miles southwest of
Nacogdoches adjacent to the Angelina River. Although Lab scientists still have
several active studies on the experimental forest, most of their research is now
conducted on other U.S. Forest Service and forest industry holdings in Texas,
Louisiana, Arkansas, and eastern Oklahoma.
The ETB leased the third experimental forest (the Kurth Tract) from E. L.
Kurth, president of the Angelina Lumber Company.? This I,200-acre forest,
located adjacent to State Highway 59 just south of the Piney Woods Country
Club, had been under a continuous yield selective harvest silvicultural system
since it was acquired in 1906.8 Studies there compared timber growth and yield
under this management system with those produced under seed-tree, shelterwood, clear-cutting and planting, and group-selection regeneration systems.
When the ETB was established, its scientists and clerical staff were
housed in the basement of the SFASU Science Building. 9 Back then most of
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the technicians had their offices at the SFAEF. In 1957, the research staff
moved to the old SFASU Music Building at the corner of Raguet and East
College Street, which had been remodeled to accommodate their needs. To
make way for construction of the new School of Forestry building, the staff
moved to the Forest Science Laboratory in 1969. a site that formerly had been
the university's maintenance building. In 1971, they moved into the new
10,OOO-square-foot Wildlife Habitat & Silviculture Lab. SFASU President
Ralph W. Steen. Laurence C. Walker (Dean of the SFASU College of
Forestry), and Lacy Hunt were instrumental in helping the Station secure funding for this lab. Located at 506 Hayter Street on land owned by the University
and lea..~ed to the Forest Service under a 99~year agreement, the new lab was
officially dedicated on October 22,1971. 10 U.S. Senator John G. Tower and W.
Caleb Glazener (Assistant Director of the Welder Wildlife Foundation) were
principal speakers at the dedication ceremony.
The Forest Service has provided office space for a number of cooperators
over the years. Phil Goodrum (a biologists with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service) and Daniel W. Lay (a Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission biologist) moved into the new lab in 1971. In the mid 1980s, nine employees of the
Soil Conservation Service (now the Natural Resources Conservation Service)
had offices in the lab for about five years. James A. Neal (a biologist with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service) anived in 1985. In addition to Neal, current
lab occupants include three Texas Parks and Wildlife Department employees
and a biologist with The Nature Conservancy. The presence of all these individuals has fostered interagency cooperation and has helped Lab scientists
extend their resources and expand their research.
Paul Boynton and others who lobbied to establish the SFAEF in 1945 also
helped the Southern Forest Experiment Station secure operating funds for the
ETB. Established in 1945 under the leadership of Hubert L. Person (Forester
in Charge),I' the ETB was the ftrst U.S. Forest Service research office in Texas.
In 1945, much of the forests of East Texas (like those throughout much of the
South) had been clear-cut or "high graded" (where the best trees were
removed, leaving only inferior or younger trees). Such lands were essentially
abandoned from a forestry standpoint, as few foresters or forestry researchers
knew much about reforestation or managing these lands for pine production.
Natural regeneration of the cutover forests was hampered by frequent burning
(from both natural and arson origins) and excessive livestock grazing, often
under an open range (unfenced) system involving multiple livestock species.
With six professional foresters in 1948, the ETB was one of the largest of
the nine work centers within the Southern Forest Experiment Station. Most of
the earliest research at Nacogdoches focused on the daunting task of providing landowners with methods for reestablishing pine trees on cut-over sites
and protecting and managing these young new forests. Early studies focused
on a number of key issues that were to define forestry in the South for years to
come: (1) improvement of depleted pine-hardwood stands (including hardwood control); (2) methods, costs, and returns from intensively managed farm
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woodlands; (3) marketing timber products; (4) effects of log quality and size
on economic returns; (5) improved techniques for cruising, mapping, and protecting forests; (6) alternative silvicultural systems for shortlcaf (Pinus echinata) and loblolly pine (P taeda) management; (7) management of bottomland
hardwoods; (8) utilization of inferior hardwoods; (9) use of fire as a forest
management tool; and (10) woodland grazing. l' The grazing studies sought to
increase livestock production without reducing pine reproduction and
growth. 12
George K. Stephenson assumed leadership of the ETB in July 1953.
Research progress reports from the early 1950s through the early 1960s cover
a diversity of projects including studies on pine regeneration and survival, control of hardwoods using herbicides and fire, utilization of so-called inferior
hardwoods, forest product market sUlveys, economics of natural regeneration
systems, pine seed depredation by rodents and birds, and damage to longleaf
pine (P. palustris) seedlings by cotton rats (Sigmodon hispidus). Carter B.
Gibbs developed guidelines for managing small "farm forests,"!' deriving
many of his findings from five small (approximately thirteen-acre) experimental stands within what is now designated as the "Jack Creek Loop" of the
Stephen F. Austin Interpretive Trail System. Gibbs also conducted a number of
studies on the effectiveness of various herbicides for hardwood control. Edwin
R. Ferguson studied loblolly pine seedling establishment, survival, and
growth. He also cooperated with W. Calvin Royall, Jr., a biologist with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to evaluate the effectiveness of several repellents in reducing pine seed consumption by birds and rodents. Thad
Harrington's research included herbicide and method of cutting studies.
The first newspaper clipping in the WHSL files that mentions wildlife
research is dated April 30, ]955. H The journalist wrote that the Southern Forest
Experiment Station would gradually incorporate research on the impacts of
forest management practices on game animals at its Texas, Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama research labs. Following a 1961 Station
reorganization, Nacogdoches was designated as the headquarters for all the
Station's wildlife habitat research. In December 1961, Lowell K. Halls was
transferred to Nacogdoches to become project leader of the Station's new
wlldlife research unit; George Stephenson accepted an Assistant Director position in New Orleans, then headquarters of the Southern Forest Experiment
Station. Following this change in the unit's research mission, most of the
foresters at the Nacogdoches Lab either retired or moved to new assignments.
John Stransky oversaw timber management research from 1963 through 1973.
By the 1970s, most of his research dealt with the impacts of various forest site
preparation practices on wildlife forage composition and yield. Stransky also
studied the effects of site preparation practices on soil properties and pine
seedling growth, and the impacts of tire on fruit production from woody plants
heforc retiring in 1985.
Lowell Halls' research dealt primarily with determining the potential of
southern forests to produce and support game species - primarily white-tailed
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deer (Odocoileus virginianus). To improve pine production, foresters used a
variety of methods to reduce hardwood competition. However, from a wildlife
standpoint, hardwoods are extremely important. Thus, one of Halls' primary
studies evaluated the impacts of hardwood removal (and the accompanying
loss of acorns) on white-tailed deer and other wildlife. In a long-term, cooperative study (involving Halls, Dan Lay, Charlie Segelquist, and Phil Goodrum)
two large (167-172 acre) deer enclosures were erected at the SFAEF by prisoners from Huntsville in 1964. Hardwoods were removed from one enclosure
but retained in the other. 15 Each pen was then stocked with deer and their numbers, reproduction, food habits, and general health were monitored over time. 16
Phil Goodrum monitored squirrel (Sciurus spp.) populations within these two
enclosure&. Similar studie5. were conducted at the Sylamore Experimental
Forest, part of the Ozark-St. Francis National Forest in Arkansas, and on the
Kisatchie National Forest near Winnfield, Louisiana. 17 Together, these studies
provided valuable information on the number of deer that different forest types
could support over time, with and without various types of management.
Halls and Sim Oefinger published a number of woody plant booklets that
were very popular with wildlife biologists, foresters, and the public - especially hunters. 'R Halls is perhaps best known for compiling and editing the 870page book titled White-tailed Deer: Ecology and Management. 19
Halls hired James G. Dickson as a research wildlife biologist during the
summer of J 976. Dlckson's initlal research documented bird communities in
various forest types. For example, he, Dick Conner (sec below), and Howard
Williamson (a Lab forestry technician) surveyed birds annually during winter
and spring in a pine plantation from stand age two through about seventeen
years. Likewise, Dickson and Charles Segelquist studied winter bird communities in pine and pine-hardwood stands having different canopy heights. In
1979, Dit:kson, Dick Conner, and others co-edited a hook on the role of insectivorous birds in forest ecosystems. 20 Following Halls' retirement in January
1981, Dickson was appointed project leader of the WHSL.
In the mid 1980s Dickson initiated a study to determine the importance
of streamside management zones (5MZ) to wildlife. SMZ are remnant& of
older forests that are often retained along streams for watershed protection
when adjacent stands are harvested. With their older forest habitat features
(large snags and coarse woody debris: mature mast-producing hardwoods;
structurally-diverse canopies; etc.) many biologists assumed that 8MZ provided valuable habitat for many wildlife species - especially those whose habitat
requirements are not met within adjacent plantations. As concerns over
impacts of shorter-rotation forestry and the growing loss of mature hardwoods
grew across the South, SMZ wcre a logical research topic. Dickson's study
addressed the effect that different widths of SMZ had on wildlife abundance
and diversity. Co-investigators in this study included Dick Conner and Brent
Ortego (a Texas Parks and Wildlife Department biologist) for bird surveys.
Jimmy C. Huntley (a WHSL research wildlife biologist) for squirrel and small
mammal surveys, and Craig Rudolph for amphibian and reptile surveys.

42

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Among Dickson's primary accomplishments were compiling and editing
The Wild Turkey: Biology and Management, published in 1992, and WildNfe of
Southern Forests: Habitat and Management, which was published in 2001. 21
Following his retirement in January 1999, Dickson moved to Ruston,
Louisiana, where he currently serves as Merritt Professor and coordinator of
wildlife programs in the School of Forestry at Louisiana Tech University.
Richard (Dick) N. Conner was hired by Lowell Halls as a research
wildlife biologist during the summer of 1977. Conner's research interests centered on forest birds, especially woodpeckers. Woodpeckers play key ecological roles in forest ecosystems by creating cavities and consuming insects including many forest pests. When woodpeckers abandon their nest and roost
cavities, these sites often are used by a host of other species. Consequently,
woodpeckers have a major impact on forest wildlife diversity and forest
health.
Much of Conner's early research at Nacogdoches focused on interrelationships between woodpeckers. their nest trees, and the fungi that decay pines
and hardwoods, softening heartwood and thereby facilitating cavity excavation
by woodpeckers. With a gradual shift toward pine plantation management and
toward shorter timber rotations, many biologists and conservationists were
concerned over the future availability of older trees - those most likely to contain sufficient fungal decay for cavity excavation - for woodpecker utilization.
Conner was the first scientist to isolate different species of heart and sapwood
fungi, grow these in wooden dowels, and then insert them in trees so that he
could monitor their development over time; he also monitored use of these
trees by woodpeckers. His fungal inoculation work was expanded to include
groups of pines that had been selected as future recruitment stands for the
endangered red-cockaded woodpecker CReW, Picoides borealis).
Conner al!-1o monitored populations of standing dead trees (snags) over
time to determine natural gains and losses of these important nesting and foraging sites for primary cavity nesters (woodpeckers) and secondary cavity
nesters (birds that cannot excavate cavities but nest in abandoned woodpecker
cavities). From this work he provided management recommendations on densities of snags needed for enhanced bird diversity and forest health. Conner
also studied characteristics of living trees and snags (e.g., size, species, and
bark rugosity) selected by woodpeckers for nesting and foraging.
In May 1985, Conner and David L. Kulhavy (a SFASU School of
Forestry faculty member and a cooperator on pine resin studies) organized and
hosted a symposium in Nacogdoches titled Wilderness and Natural Areas in
the Eastern United States: A Management Challenge. In 1986, the School of
Forestry published a proceedings of symposium presentations. 2: The papers in
this volume have aided in management of recently established wilderness and
natural areas of the eastern United States.
Dan Lay was one of the first to suspect that RCW populations were
declining in Texas. Conner's surveys, beginning in the late 1970s, verified his
concerns. Since then, most of Conner's research efforts have been devoted to
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identifying the causes for declining RCW populations and to recommending
management practices to increase the species' populations. These studies
involved nearly all facet'\ of RCW biology, pine resin production (and more
recently resin chemistry), and interactions between RCWs and southern pine
beetles (Dendroctonus frontalis). The presence of suitable cavity trees largely
determines the presence and extent of RCW populations. Cavity tree destruction by southern pine beetles is the primary cause for cavity tree losses, and
pine resin is the tree's first defense against bark beetle attack. The wealth of
information brought to light by these studies is pu blished in the book The RedCockaded Woodpecker: Surviving in a Fire-Maintained Ecosystem, which
Conner co-authored with Craig Rudolph and Jeffrey R. Walters. 25 With his
extensive knowledge of RCW biology and management, Conner has served as
an advisor and expert witness in several federal litigation cases in Texas and
helped formulate the latest RCW recovery plan, which should be released in
2002. Conner and his team's efforts in RCW conservation have had a major
impact on the management of southern forests - especially those in public
ownership.
Conner's avian research was not restricted to woodpeckers and snags. He
worked on avian censuring, marking, and habitat measurement techniques,
and contributed significantly to the understanding of avian vocal behavior. He
was one of the first ornithologists to apply multivariate statistical procedures
to study interrelationships between bird song, habitat quality, and nesting SllCcess~ vegetation structure and bird song acoustical properties; and vegetation
structure and fledgling success. He also wrote extensively on the ways various
forest management practices affect forest birds. ln recent years, Conner has
worked with Craig Rudolph on a number of reptile studies and as a collaborator on many of Dan Saenz's anuran (frog) research projects.

In June 1986, Ronald E. Thill was assigned to the Nacogdoches Lab as a
research wildlife biologist. Dickson's research on SMZ had considered a number of wildlife species and taxonomic groups, but it did not adequately address
deer. Because deer were the primary game species throughout the South and
generated considerable income for landowners willing to lease their land for
deer hunting, it was imperative to expand this work to examine seasonal use of
SMZ by white-tailed deer. When Jim Dickson stepped down as project leader
of the Nacogdoches Lab in August 1987 to concentrate on his wild turkey book,
'Thill was appointed "Acting Project Leader"; in October 1988, he became project leader on a permanent basis and is still serving in this capacity.
In 1988, Thill initiated a deer telemetry study in cooperation with R. Lee
Rayburn, R. Montague Whiting, Jr., of the SFASU College of Forestry, and
graduate student Micah L. Poteet. Results of this study indicated that deer
exhibit seasonal preferences for SMZ when they are imbedded within a landscape composed primarily of pine plantations. 24 In 1989, Thill began a six-year
cooperative study with M. Anthony Me1chiors, Weyerhaeuser Company's
wildlife biologist for the southeastern U.S., and T. Bently Wigley from the
University of Arkansas at Monticello (DAM). They sought to evaluate forest
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bird and small mammal responses to SMZ of different widths within pine
plantations of three age classes in the Ouachita Mountains of Arkansas.
During the 19808 and early 1990s, environmentalists were pressuring the
Forest Service to consider uneven-aged management as an alternative to clearcutting and planting of pine on the national forests of the South. During a periodic examination of the Nacogdoches Lab's mission in 1989, Thill proposed
new research to evaluate the impacts of alternative pine regeneration systems on
wildlife communities. He located a number of selectively logged, privately
owned stands in East Texas that had excellent uneven-age stand strucnJre, and in
1990 began a study using these stands and even-aged stands of six age/successional stages to compare relative abundance and diversity of bird, small mammal, and herpetofaunal (amphibians and reptiles, collectively) communities.
During the 1980s, the Ouachita National Forest (ONF, the largest national forest within the southern region) came under increasing environmental
pressure because of its clear-cutting and hardwood control practices.. In an
attempt to resolve these issues, the Southern Forest Experiment Station began
a major research initiative on the ONF to evaluate the suitability and economics of alternative forest regeneration systems, and the impacts of these system~
on other forest resources - including wildlife.
Since J 990, Thill has served as group leader for all of the wildlife
research conducted under the Ouachita Mountains Ecosystem Management
Research initiative. As part of this project, scientists have been monitoring
birds, small mammals, and various habitat features in twenty differently managed stands located in Arkansas and Oklahoma. 25 Under another component of
this initiative, Thill and cooperating scientists have been developing models to
predict presence/absence and relative abundance of birds, amphibians, and
reptiles under a variety of forest management scenarios. These models are currently under development and a study to validate their utility will be initiated
in 2002. Thill also initiated a radio telemetry study in 2000 to determine roosting behavior of "tree bats" in the Ouachita Mountains and the impacts of alternative forest management practices on these bats. Roger W. Perry, a professional support biologist hired by Thill in 1993, (assisted by forestry technicians Howard Williamson and Rodney Buford and many temporary employees) has been overseeing the Arkansas and Oklahoma studies.
Early in the 1990s, the Ouachita National Forest initiated a large-scale
effort to restore about J 50,000 acres of shortleaf pine-bluestem ecosystem,
once common in the Interior Highlands. A primary goal is to expand RCW
populations on the Forest. Restoration of this ecosystem is being accomplished
by thinning the pine overstory, reducing abundance of midstory hardwoods,
and burning these stands approximately every three years. Thill and Craig
Rudolph initiated a study in 2000 to evaluate the impacts of this restoration
program on amphibians and reptiles, as well as butterflies and their nectar
plants. With financial assistance from the Poteau District, this work was
expanded to include moth surveys during 2001 and 2002. Charles Ely, a retired
university biologist and temporary Nacogdoches Lab employee, is handling
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the daunting task of identifying the numerous moths that are being collected.
Although D. Craig Rudolph was hired by Ron Thill as a research ecologist in August 1991, he had worked under contract and as a temporary employee with the WHSL since 1984. Nearly all of Rudolph's research from 1986
through the early 1990s dealt with various aspects of the RCW research.
Although his research gradually shifted to reptiles in the early 19908, his RCW
responsibilities have continued through the present. Rudolph led studies
involving foraging behavior and reintroduction of RCWs into vacant habitat
using simultaneous releases ofjuvenile males and females, which proved very
successfuL He also aided in the development of the U.S. Forest Service's 1995
RCW Environmental Impact Statement, which established management
guidelines and goals for this species, and provided considerable technical
assistance to the National Forests and Grasslands in Texas on litigation involving RCWs and southern pine beetles.
Beginning early in the 1990s, Rudolph initiated reptile studies involving
a number of species of conservation concern. In 1993 he (assisted by Dick
Conner and others) initiated radio telemetry studies on the timber rattle~nake
(Crotalus horridus) and the Louisiana pine snake (Pitunphis ruthveni) that
revealed basic life history information (including the impacts of road mortality). Research on the Loui~iana pine snake eventually involved habitat selection, seasonal movement patterns, prey handling behavior, food habitats,
sources of mortality, and surveys of known historical habitat and potential
habitat to document current status of this species. This work has verified the
perceived rarity of the Louisiana pine snake and is providing management
guidelines needed to ensure the survival of this species. Other reptile studies
focused on western diamondback rattlesnakes (Crotalus atrox), black pine
snakes (Pituophis melanoleucus), and alligator snapping turtles (Macroclemys
temminckii).
In 1995, Rudolph and Chuck Ely began surveys to quantify the effects of
prescribed burning on adult butterfly and nectar plant populations in eastern
Texas. This work eventually led to the butterfly and moth studies in Arkansas.
One important early finding from the Arkansas work is the positive impact that
prescribed burning is having on adult butterfly populations, including the rare
Diana fritillary (Speyeria diana).
In October 1999, Kathleen (Kay) E. Franzreb was assigned to the WHSL
and stationed in Knoxville, Tennessee, where she became the Station's representative to the Southern Appalachians Cooperative Ecosystems Studies Unit,
a new research cooperative that wa<;; established at the University of Tennessee.
Her current research involves completing RCW research that she inltiated or
inherited at a previous post, and research on impacts of land management
practices on Neotropical migratory birds of the Southern Appalachian
Mountains. In 2000, at the request of (and with full project funding from) the
National Forests in Florida, Franzreb also initiated a four-to-five year study on
the threatened Florida scrub jay (Apheloco11Ul coerulescens) on the Ocala
National Forest.
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The recently released draft Southern Forest Resource Assessment
(www.srs.fs.fed.usJ sustain) identified a number of critical gaps in our knowledge of wildlife in the South that will require new or expanded research
efforts. Logical topics that the WHSL could address include continued
research on the growing list of threatened, endangered, and sensitive species,
of research on basic ecology of amphibians and the impacts on forest management practices on these species; impacts of intensified forest management
practices (involving shorter rotations and greater reliance on genetic improvements, herbicides, fertilizers, and even irrigation) on wildlife; and the effects
of expanding human populations and urbanization on wildlife. This latter topic
should at least address the impacts of increasing road densities, higher traffic
volumes, and the expansion of off-road vehicle use on private and public lands.
The need for amphibian research is especially critical. While the South
supports the highest diversity of amphibians in North America, there are growing concerns (regionally and internationally) over declining amphibian populations. Fifty-four amphibian species are currently classified as species of conservation concern in the South, and nineteen are critically imperiled.
While the focus of its research has evolved over time, the Nacogdoches
Lab continues to occupy an important niche within the forest research community of the South. With a growing list of threatened, endangered, and sensitive species requiring research for their management and protection and an
infusion of new scientists like Kay Franzreb, the future of the WHSL research
program seems secure.
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THE TEXAS GRAY SQUIRREL MIGRATION OF 1857
by Stanley D. Casto
Even for Texas, a land of climatic ex.tremes, the year 1857 was one for the
record books. It began with typical winter weather, but in early February an
unseasonable warming encouraged farmers to plant their spring crops several
weeks earlier than usual. I By April the grass was green, gardens and orchards
were thriving, and shrubs and trees were covered with leaves and blooms.
Then, in a sudden and dramatic reversal, winter again returned to Texas. On
April 5, an Arctic cold mass entered the state and over the next three days
killed much of the emerging spring vegetation. Complete destruction of crops
and oak mast was reported around Marshall in Harrison County,2 while in
Smith County bushes three to six feet high were kiIJed and even larger trees
were damaged. j This first cold wave was followed by a second "norther" on
April 10 that produced haiJ and snow as far south as Austin,~ A third episode
of freezing temperatures5 from about April 21 to 24 left the timber in
Montgomery County and other parts of eastern Texas looking as though it had
been "killed by a frre."6 The successive frosts were so injurious to oak trees
that it was predicted the production of acorns (mast) within the state would
amount to "absolutely nothing."?
Temperatures moderated during the first week of May, and the rains that
fell throughout much of the state allowed farmers to replant crops.~ But a.... the
season progressed, the rain fell only in scattered regions and, in some areas,
the vegetation suffered from drought. 9 Springs and creeks began to go dry 10 and
late in September, buffalo were seen only forty to fifty miles from Fort Worth
moving down the West Fork of the Trinity River in search of water. l ! The failure of the acorn crop in northeastern Texas pushed a number of black hears
into Liberty County.12
Gray, or cat squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis) as they arc sometimes called,
were also on the move. By all indications, 1856 had been a good year for
squirrels. The fall acorn and pecan crop had been heavy,13 allowing for the
birth of large numbers of young late in 1856 and early in 1857. Under normal
conditions, the habitat could have accommodated this increase in population,
However, destruction of the spring mast as well as the tender buds and leaves
by the freezes of April 1R57 greatly reduced the available food. a situation
compounded by the drought during late spring and summer.
Henry Garrison Askew (1845-1918) remembered the migration of the
squirrels welL 14 During June 1857, Askew and his parents and younger siblings
had visited Harrison County. On the way back to their home in Sulphur
Springs, as they entered the prairie near Saltillo in eastern Hopkins County, the
horses pulling the carriage were ;'spooked" by something in the grass. Looking
in the direction of the disturbance, the family memher, ~aw a numher of squirrels coming directly toward them and leaping frantically to gain distance over
the grass which was a foot or more in height. They soon discovered that these
Stanley D.
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first squirrels were but the advance members of a column that was "both widely extended and deep, all traveling in one direction from northwest to somheast." Askew and his father immediately dismounted to calm the horses. As the
column of squirrels neared, most of the animals went to the right or the left or
under the carriage, but some went over the hon:es and through the carriage
while Henry's mother and siblings crouched on the back seat, protected by
curtains, The passage of squirrels continued for about an hour and their number was estimated to be in the "'thousands," Askew believed that instinct was
leading the squirrels to cornfields in the more densely settled country to the
southeast of Hopkins County.
In later years, Henry Askew's "'squirrel story" was greeted with disbelief.
However, other sources also mention the unusually large numbers of squirrels
during the summer and fall of 1857, At Palestine in Anderson County, the
cornfields were reported "literally alive" with squirrels, and although desperate efforts were made to kill them, no diminution of their numbers was evident.
The citizens of Anderson County believed that the squirrels had entered their
region due to a shortage of food in the western portions of the state.!.) By late
October, squirrels were devastating the corn around Dallas to an extent never
before known and, in addition, were seriously injuring the cotton crop by cutting up the bolls. 16 Squirrels were also "very numerous" and causing "much
injury" around Quitman in Wood County. I? On the Red River near Jefferson in
Marion County, squirrels were producing "havoc" in the comfields. 's
Gray squirrel migrations have been frequently reported in the northeastern
United States. 19 Overpopulation and food shortages, acting separately or in
combination, are believed to stimulate migratory behavior. Moving en masse,
the squirrels seem oblivious to geographical barriers and will readily swim
across rivers and move through treeless prairies. Great damage is often done to
cultivated crops as the immense numbers of squirrels travel across the country.
Thc migration that occurred in Texas during 1857 seems to have been a
unique event in the history of the state, not having been seen before or recorded since. 2(} Unfortunately, because the habitat of the gray squirrel has been
altered and populations have declined, a migration of this magnitude will
never again be observed in Texas.
Acknowledgment. I am grateful to Rollin Baker for his suggestions
regarding an early draft of this manuscript.
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GREATMAUNT IDA MAE REMEMBERS THE OLD DAYS
by Mary Alice Cook
Tn 1967, when she sat down with relatives to record some of her recollections of coming of age in East Texas, my husband's Aunt Ida Mae Thomas
Collier was an old woman. Her great grandfather, Benjamin Thomas, son of
a Revolutionary War soldier, settled on the Ayish Bayou, now San Augustine,
in 1824. Her grandfather Theophilus was a veteran of the Texas war for independence. Aunt Ida Mae's lifetime spanned parts of two centuries and she
lived long enough to see revolutions of her own ~ from her young womanhood
when she scorned wives who "went to work in the field," until middle-aged
widowhood when she had to become a working woman herself. She remembered an era in which "nigras stayed in their places" but lived to see the
beginning ofthe end ofthe old "separate but equal" system. She reveals in her
story that an impressive family pedigree did not guarantee material riches she recalls eking out a living on a farm in Nacogdoches County where "everyone was on the same level." Some ofher comments are unselfconsciously paradoxical. She bemoans modem folk who are always "blowin' and gain ',"
rolling stones who never stay in one place. Yet she admits that her own ancestors journeyed to Texas from places afar and that she herselfhad found it necessary to leave East Texas for Houston, where she died in 1970. Many will
sympathize with Aunt Ida Mae's observation that the old-fashioned moral code
she knew was breaking down and agree with her prediction that things would
only get worse. In fact. thinking of her turn-of-the-last-century world of
brush-arbor revivals and teenagers going to church singings just for fun, we
could say, as she did about her Grandpa Thomas, "she wouldn't know this
world
"Now what is it you're wantin' to know? The old days in East Texas? I
remember the old days - why I was born right there in San Augustine and lived
in the same house till I was up grown. Eighteen hundred and seventy-four that's when I was born.
My papa's name was Henry Clay Thomas. He was born right there in San
Augustine. His people come over to Texas from Alabama. I always heard the
fIrst Thomases was from Wales. Mama - her name was Sallie - was a
Womack. Her people was from North Carolina.
Grandpa Thomas was a fine man, I tell you. He was a preacher Theophilus was his name - and people used to come from all over to hear him
preach. I remember Grandpa's place there in San Augustine. When he first
built it, it was just woods as far as you could see. Grandma had to go to the
fields with the men and set there all day long while they cut down trees and
burned brush - clearin' me land, you know. She couldn't stay in the house on
account of the Indians. They'd come through there and steal the horses, do all
kinda dirt. Why, they'd set fire to somethin', just to see it bum ...
Grandpa give every one of his children a home when they married out.
Mary Alice Cook is a native East Texan residing in Eagle River, Alaska.
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My Papa lived right there on the place his papa give him and he raised his family there. My papa was a hard worker. I was born in that same house in San
Augustine and lived there till I was eighteen years old. That's when we come
over to Nacogdoches County ...
Well, right there, when we left San Augustine, I just thought my hfe was
to a end. Never had been away from there. Lived there all my life, knew ever'body in miles around, all the people. And for awhile I thought my life was at
the end. But I begun to meet the young people around Nacogdoches and get
acquainted. Well, then I became very well contented ...
Did I ever tell you how I met my husband George? I never will forgetit was just by mere accident. We was gain' over to Melrose, to a singin' or a
prayer meetin' or somethin' there at night. It wasn't too far - we didn't think
nothin' about walkin' ten miles then. We didn't sit around and wait on somebody to take us somewhere. If we wanted to go, we walked. And we wasn't
afraid - there was no boogers around in them days.
So that night me and sister Annie - a whole gang of us it was - went by
this woman Mattie's house. Annie's man, Rich Kendrick, was over there that
night. Well, here come Mattie's brother and he hitched his horse at the front
and come on in the house to eat his supper. Annie's man, he knew Mattie's
brother and he introduced him to me. George Collier, that was his name, and
he asked me would I go with him down to the singin' that night.
Well, Mattie, she was a sight! She begin to tease me right straight. She
told me her brother never did go with the girls - he never went with a girl in
his life! Dh, she begin right straight to tease me about it.
When Annie married, I cried myself to death, I missed her so. Mattie
come to the weddin' and she wanted to know when me and George was goin'
to get married and I said, well, I hadn't heard about it if we're goin' to get married a'ta11. I said I believe I'd go on over to San Augustine and spend a while.
Later on Mattie come over and says, you know, brother George is goin' on
back to Georgy. He decided to go back where they moved from - he was about
grown when they left there. I said well, 1 don't see nothin' to keep him from
gain' if he wants to. Mattie, she's tryin' to pick me to get somethin' out of it.
But I was watchin' all the time.
I had this big old trunk and Mattie tried to get in that trunk - thought if
she could get in there. she could find out what she wanted to know. But I was
too sharp for her. I kept the key with me all the time. Used to have a lot of fun
out of her. That Mattie, she was a sight ...

Me and George married on New Year's Day in eighteen hundred and ninety-six. Had my first baby the next Christmas Day. Why, I thought I was just as
happy as a June bug. George rented a farm from his brother-in-law, and we had
us a little old shack of a house. We picked up things here and there and we just
got by is what we did. His people give us things, my people give us things, but
we didn't have nothin' really. And we thought we was nyin' high. I always
believed a person can get along about a~ well as he makes up his mind to ...
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So we just got there in that little house and we made a crop. Now I say
"we" - George made a crop. I didn't go to the field. George had a brother married a girl name of Sadie. Sadie went off to the field and worked. I told one of
George's sisters, I said now listen - that Sadie is a fool to go to the field and
work. If she's goin' to work, then she might just as well have stayed single. I
said I ain't about to go to the field and work. If I got to work in the field, I'd
just as soon go on back to my Papa's house. George, he hired nigras to work
on his place. And they was all humble and good nigras, never had no trouble
with 'em ...
George planted cotton and corn and sweet potatoes and we raised some
fine watermelons. My people give us a cow. And my papa, first year I was married, he give me a little piece of land close to the river bottom. It was fine land,
it would grow anything. So George went on ahead and built a little house. I
could see Mama's house from where George was buildin' my house. We made
a fine crop the second year we was married. Finally got us a hog and some
good horses. Oh, I'm tellin' you! We thought we was gain' to get rich right off
the bat!
Folks in the country didn't have cars then and most people didn't even
have a horse and buggy. They got where they was goin' with a mule and old
buckboard wagon. We never heard of a radio or a T. V. - couldn't buy one if we
wanted to. Everybody was on the same level, you know, just what little bit of
crop they'd make and money they'd get out of that was the only money they
had. No other way to get it. Besides, money don't make happiness. It don't
make people good.
You know, the Bible has a lesson about that. You remember how God sent
Moses down into Egypt to bring the Israelites out from the bondage? The people of Israel was slaves but God brought 'em out of there and he give 'em this
land of milk and honey. Promised 'em everything, give 'em everything. Told
'em how He wanted 'em to live. They'd be His people, He'd be their God. He
told 'em to have no dealins with the infidels, them people that didn't believe
in God.
But you see they turned on the Lord and they went to dealin' with the infidels and they forgot God. They become proud and pompous. That's when God
turned against the Israelites. I believe the same thing is happenin' today, don't
you? Why Grandpa Thomas wouldn't know this world we live in. So much
devilment that goes on now ...
Did you ever go to a brush arbor revival? Over cross the river, over there
'tween Chireno and San Augustine, they used to have a campground. Cold
Springs Campground they called it, and they had big camp meetin's there,
went on for days and days. People went over there and built houses, you know,
to stay in for the camp meetin's. Had a big old brush arbor, might near as big
as a city block. My grandpa would do the preachin' sometimes - way back
when I was a small child. He was a fine man, a fine preacher ...
Well, I reckon by now they quit havin' them revivals. The last one I ever
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went to, I went with sister Annie. I never seen such a crowd of people. Old man
Jim Wilson preached that day, the same preacher that married me and my husband. They was two brothers, John and Jim. Old man John was a preacher and
so was Jim. Why, Jim was a old man when I married - and I been married fifty
some-odd years then! I'll never forget goin' there that day and meetin' old
friends that I hadn't seen and never seen no more since ...
Well, I raised eight children. Lost my oldest one when he was three years
old. George died in nineteen and thirty and I couldn't stay on the fann so I
moved down to Houston where my oldest girl was. I lived in a house off
Harrisburg Street, you know where that big Catholic church is? Them streetcars was runnin' right up and down Harrisburg, night and day. I been there several years before they ever taken 'em off.
The house where I lived was apartments. I rented out the rooms, kept the
hallways and the yard clean. It was a job, I can tell you that. Hired a nigra
woman to help me with it. She come there ever' momin' . If I seen her, I'd call
her, tell her to come in my kitchen and I'd give her some dinner. No, I never
hated the nigras. I believe they're welcome to town and if they work for you,
you give <em food. Anything you can help 'em with, you do that too. But in
those days, nigras stayed in their places. I tell you, ever'thing was so different
then ...
People used to live different than they do now. They lived different and
they was different. People didn't travel and go like they do now. They got anywhere, they stayed. They settled on a farm and they'd raise a family there and
the children would all marry out of that house and settle right around where
they was raised. My mama was raised in San Augustine and she died right
there. Her papa and mama died there and all of her brothers and sisters too.
Not now though, people are always blowin' and goin'. And I tell 'em a rollin'
stone never gathers no moss .. _
What's that? How old am I? Ninety-three next month. My mama lived to
eighty-seven. Mama was like me, lived to see the last brother or sister she had
go. All Mama's brothers and sisters went before she did.
Did you ever hear how Grandpa Thomas died? They say he was sittin' in
front of his house -1 was just a small child then - and some kind of big 01'
bird. a hawk or eagle or somthin', swooped down out of the sky and pecked
him. Killed him is what it did. Now did you ever hear of such a thing? He was
a fine man, a fine preacher ...
Well, I'm too wore out to talk anymore. I believe I'll see what's on the
news before I go to bed. There's so much of this devilment in the world now.
You just can't tel1 about people no more. They'll talk one way and do another.
And it's because the people forgot the promise, because they turned against
God and He turned against them. An T tell you right now, it's liable to get
worse...."
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BOOK NillES
by Archie P. McDonald

Texas presses keep producing interesting books. The Journal finds competent reviewers for most that come our way, but alas, sometimes only the editor is available to provide notice of them to aUf readers. That is the case with
the following works:
The Mystery of Lady Bountiful, by Bob Bowman, Doris Bowman, and
Edward Barrett (Best of East Texas Publishers, Box 1647, Lufkin, TX 75902,
$32), became a labor of love for the Bowmans. That is the case with all of
Bob's nearly thirty books on the history and folklore of Texas, but this one, as
they say, became "personal." Bob and I travel a good deal to various meetings
during the year, and each time he would ~hare a new anecdote about Lillian
Marshall Knox, alleged murderess but also generous benefactor to residents of
Hemphill and East Mayfield. Tragedy seemed to follow Miss Lillian around.
Those whom she nursed, or married, ended up dead, and somehow she benefited financially from their demise. But she spent more than she gained on others and ended up a pauper. My favorite story on Lillian Marshall Knox that
Bob related in our travels was rooted in Bob's and Doris' love of research.
After trips to various archives and locations of her alleged crimes and philanthropy, Bob finally located family members of Lillian Knox. They were reluctant to talk with him until Bob assured them that she really and truly had died
in Illinois in 1966. Bob presented an excellent paper on Lillian Marshall Knox
at the Association's meeting in September 2002; those who missed it, or who
want to know the "rest of the story," will find a good account in The Mystery
of Lady Bountiful.
Old Friend and Neighbor Joe Ellis Ericson's Early East Texas: A History
From Indian Settlement To Statehood (Heritage Books, 1540E Pointer Ridge
Place, Bowie Maryland 20716), presents in modern form the story first told by
George L. Crocket in Two Centuries In East Texas in 1932. Here are familiar
accounts of early settlement in Nacogdoches and San Augustine, filibusters,
the revolution from Mexico, and such postwar developments as the Cordovan
Rebellion, the Cherokee War, and the Regulator-Moderator Feud. Concluding
chapters focus on the legal system, medical services, and daily activities of the
folk. Of special interest are several appendices that list East Texas congressmen, judges, lawyers, and physicians.
Bill C. Malone's Country Music, USA, Second Revised Edition
(University of Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819), returns in yet
another verse. Malone "fathered" the field of the history of country music with
the original publication in 1968, and a rei ssue in 1985, As the editions had progressed, the text has been increased to include chapters on bluegrass developments in the field through 2002. Growth in the bibliographic essay also testifies to the increasing number of researchers/writers who are interested in this
genre of popular culture. My own interest in country music, which began with
Roy Acuff and had pretty well run out by the time Willie and Waylon and The

56

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAl, ASSOC IATION

Boys had taken over, is just one more evidence of the passing times.
Obviously, country music is a vital entertainment form, and Malone is still the
chief fiddler of its history.
One of my favorite East Texans is Bill O'Neal, anchor of history instruction at Panola College in Carthage. Bill has served ETHA as president and
chairman of nearly every one of its committees; he is also one of the most prolitlc writers in the region. Bill's latest, written with Bill Goodwin, is The Sons
oj the Pioneers (Eakin Press, P.O. Drawer 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159).
This follows Bill's successful biography of Tcx Ritter. His interest in Western
movies is sufficiently broad to include the premier musical group associated
with early movies starring Charles Starrett (The Durango Kid) and Roy
Rogers, but also associated with "A" films such as John Ford's "The
Searchers" (1957). Some readers will be surprised to learn that Rogers himself, nee Leonard Slye, was a member of the Pioneers before his solo stardom,
and that Pat Brady and Ken Curtis also sang with the group. To real aficionados, however, Bob Nolan remains the quintessential Pioneer - almost a star
but really always a backgrounder whose support helped Rogers and others
succeed. No other American singing group has lasted as long as the Pioneers,
and no other group has achieved such synchronicity of "sound." Even imitators sound good singing "Cool Water" or "Tumbling Tumbleweeds" because
what we really hear in the mind is the original Pioneers.
More Basic Texas Books, by Mike Cox (Nita Stewart Haley Memorial
Library, Midland, Texas). continues a concept begun a century ago by C.W.
Raines to identify the most worthy of books on Texana and the Southwest. The
idea was advanced during the twentieth century by, among others, 1. Frank
Dobie, A.C. Greene, and, specifically, John Jenkins with hi~ Basic Texas
Books, published in 1983. Jenkins, says Cox, "anointed 224 non-fiction Texas
titles as 'fundamental Texas books, the works every general Texana Iihrary
should include.''' The Texas State Historical Association published a new edition of Jenkins' book, corrected, in 1988 and it i~ still in prinr. Comes now
Cox's More Basic Texas Books, or books he judges as "fundamental" as those
cited by Jenkins but puhlishcd subsequent to Jenkins' work. Cox is a worthy
successor to the late John Jenkins as a judge of Texana. Known for a number
of years as the "voice" of the Texas Department of Public Safety, Cox used
weekends prior to his rCLirement to develop the hobby that became a business
as a bookseller, and he is regarded as one of the leading authoriLies on Texana.
In More. Cox lists 126 additional basic books, and concludes with mild chiding of Jenkins for including a few obscure publications - one not in print since
1747-on his original list. Cox also indicates areas of necded research in
Texana in a section titled "Future Basic Texas Books." The reader is referred
to Item 78 on page 40.
Robert Maberry Jr.'s Texas Flags (Texas A&M Press, in association with
the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 4354 TAMU, College Station, Texas
77843-4354). won ETHA's Ottis Lock Award, the T .R. Fehrenbach Award
from the Texas Historical Commission, and just about everything else for
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which it was eligible. The focus is upon 109 illustrations and thirty-two superior color photos of flags associated with Texa'\' political affiliations and military organizations. The accompanying text provides information that is most
useful, one could say crucial, to an understanding of the flags, but the illustrations of flags themselves provide the reason for the publication. Only a few
people at a time could appreciate them in a museum setting; in these pages, all
may see the vividness of color and learn about the governments and organizations these standards represented. Good book. Certainly every library needs a
copy.
In the light of last year's flap over then Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott's half-century late endorsement of the presidential candidacy of Strom
Thurmon, Kari Frederickson's The Dixiecrat Revolt And The End Of The Solid
South, 1932-1968 (University of North Carolina Press, PO. Box 2288, Chapel
Hill, NC 27515-2288) is of special interest: it explains how a Republican such
as Lott ever got elected to the Senate and could become majority leader. It is
not surprising that race is a large part of the explanation. Any forum that helps
us understand what is going on in the South is a blessing.
Davis W. Houck's FDR And Fear Itself: The First Inaugural Address
(Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 778434354), traces the thought processes, motives, and goals of Brains Truster
Raymond Moley and Franklin D. Roosevelt's close friend Louis Howe, who
framed and focused the president's most important inaugural address, indeed,
one of the great inaugural addresses of all time. This study will be of value not
only to students of history and forensics as well, for Roosevelt was one of the
centuries's leading masters of the spoken word.
Behind The Walls: A Guide For Families And Friends Of Texas Prison
Inmates, by Jorge Antonio Renaud, with photographs by Alan Pogue
(University of North Texas Press, P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336),
is a sign of the times. Texas suffers the embarrassment of having one of the
largest prison populations of any state or country in the world, which means
we either have more criminals than others, that we criminalize more things
than others do, or that we are putting our money on the wrong end of the education equation - or maybe all three. At any rate, though we do not like to think
of such, doubtless some of the Journal's readers will find themselves standing
at the prison door fishing for their driver's license and preparing to undergo the
mandatory search before entering to see a loved one or friend. This guide will
tell you what goes on "behind the walls" when you are not there; perhaps that
will ease anxiety for some and create it for others. But remember, "The truth
shall make you free,"
Desert Sanctuaries: The Chinatis Of The Big Bend, by Wyman Meinzer
with an introduction by David Alloway (Texas Tech University Press, P.O. Box
4L037, Lubbock, TX 79410), is set far from East Texas, but the photos in this
slender book are spectacular. Anyway, most of us visit the Bend sometime or
the other and we should be aware of the rest of Texas, even the far part
T am still trying to decide what T think about Growing Up Simple ... In

58

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Texas. An Irreverent Look At Kids In The 1950s, by George Arnold with
Foreword by Liz Carpenter (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 787090159). Arnold, a retired advertising executive and confessed prankster, alerts
the reader that some of his memoir of growing up "in between" the Great
Depression Generation and the Baby Boomers may not be entirely accurate. I
suspect most of it is truthful, that he did not bring up some of his escapades,
and that at least some part of it was wishful thinking. I base this entirely on
growing up just a few years earlier - Arnold became a high school graduate in
1960 while I crossed the boards six years earlier - and recognizing a dreamer.
My principal was called "Dupsy" instead of "Lippy" behind his back, but I
recognize nearly all in the cast of characters in Arnold's story. They had clones
in Beaumont. And nearly all of that is the truth. If you, too, did some growing
up anywhere near that last "nonnal" decade, you will enjoy the memories
Arnold's story kindles.

In some ways similar, other ways vastly different, we have another
"growing up in Texas" book by Red McCombs with Mickey Herskowitz, The
Red Zone: Cars. Cows and Coaches (Eakin Press, P.O. Box. 90159, Austin, TX
78709-0159). Red McCombs began life in SpUT, and reveals that entrepreneurism hatched as early as his first effort to sell peanuts to migrant workers.
From that beginning, McCombs developed a considerable fortune. He is sufficiently modest only to hint at his wealth, but it must be a considerable. and
the subtitle tells us all about it. McCombs became one of Ford's leading dealers, had a major role in resurrecting the longhorn breed in Texas as an investment, and twice owned the San Antonio Spurs, once owned the Denver
Nuggets, and still owns the Minnesota Vikings. What the subtitled omit"i is
McCombs' role in founding Clear Channel Radio Network and investments in
motion picture distribution and in oil & gas, and his considerable public service in behalf of Southwestern University, M.D. Anderson Hospital, and atrisk kids in San Antonio. McComb has lived a full life; it is obvious that he
enjoyed it. If they make this one into a movie I hope they dye James Gamer's
hair red and let him play the lead. Only a "maverick" could do justice to such
a wheeler-dealer part.
Finally, Blackie Sherrod At Large, by Blackie Sherrod (Eakin Press, P.G
Drawer 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159, $24.95), reproduces seventy-eight
columns Sherrod wrote for several newspapers, including the Dallas Times
Herald and especially the Dallas Morning News. Subjects vary from moon
shots to old-time sports reporters to war, but the fare always is Sherrod's personal take on the topic. Sherrod proves himself a worthy wordsmith while
delivering opinions on the Kennedy assassination, the media, filmmakers, or
whatnot, and he uses what might be called the "0. Henry Surprise" technique
quite well. Best of all, the group to which he frequently refers as "geezers" will
have little difficulty understanding Sherrod's point of view. Easy, and enjoyable read, that mostly reminds us of where we have been.
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Hasinais: Southern Caddoans As Seen by the Earliest Europeans, Herbert
Eugene Bolton and Russell M. Magnaghi. editor (University of
Oklahoma Press, 4100 28th Ave NW, Norman, OK 73069) 1987. Reprint.
2002. Contents. Illus. Biblio. Index. P. 194. $14.95. Paperback.
This paperback edition of an H. E. Bolton monograph written more than
ninety years ago provides student" of East Texas history with an attractive,
affordable, and useful study of the region's indigenous peoples. Long
recognized as a giant among historians of the Spanish Borderlands, Bolton had
a keen interest in what modern practitioners would can ethnohistory. The
Hasinais reflects both his command of the archival sources and his
understanding of anthropology. The book explores the cultural history of the
western Caddoan tribes commonly known as the Hasinai through the lens of
historical and ethnological scholarship. He synthesizes seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century documentary materials with the results of ethnographic
observations compiled under the auspices of the Smithsonian Institution's
Bureau of American Ethnology. Bolton's approach to describing Caddoan
material culture, social structure, political economy, and belief systems may
seem old-fashioned to some modem readers, but when it was assembled in
1906-1908 this was an ambitious, cross-disciplinary experiment in writing
about American Indians in the context of regional culture history.
Russell M. Magnaghi's introduction provides a thoughtful overview of
Bolton's career and the genesis of the present work, which was published in
hardcover in 1987. Overall, the editor applies a light hand, though in this
reviewer's judgment he was remiss in not including updated reference
citations for the body of Caddoan ethnohistory which has built upon the
foundation laid by Bolton and his students. Though a few of Bolton's
interpretations are academically obsolete, The Hasinais presents a wealth of
data gleaned from primary sources and should take its place alongside the
classic work by his contemporary John R. Swanton of the Smithsonian, whose
Source Material on the History and Ethnology of the Caddo Indian...., ftrst
published in 1942, is also now available in a paperback edition published in
1996 by the University of Oklahoma Press.
Robert C. Vogel
New Brighton, Minnesota
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The Diary of Juan Dominguez de Mendoza's Expedition into Texas (16831684) Brian Imhoff, editor (William P. Clements Center, SMU, P.O. Box
750176, Dallas, TX 75275-0176) 2002. Contents. Commentary.
Appendix. Map. P. 259. $24.50 +$4.50 s/h. Paperback.
The William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies at Southern
Methodist University is to be commended for the publication of thls critical
edition of the original Spanish text of the Mendoza expedition journal, with an
introduction, copious philological notes, and commentary in English by
Professor Brian Imhoff of Texa", A & M University.
On the orders of the Governor of New Mexico, Captain Juan Dominguez
de Mendoza led a party of Spanish soldiers and Indians into what is now westcentral Texas between December 16&3 and July 1684. The purpose of the
entrada was to reassert royal authority in the EI Paso and La Junta reglons and
to evaluate the prospects for establishing missions among the Jumano Indians.
The expedition journal, part of which was published in English translation by
Herbert E. Bolton in 1916, contains useful descriptions of the country and its
native inhabitants, including a remarkable account of buffalo hunting on the
upper Colorado River. It also provides insights into aspects of frontier
diplomacy and military affairs, particularly regarding the relations between the
Spaniards and the Jumano Indian power broker Juan Sabcata, and with the
Apaches and other Texas tribes.
In addition to Imhoff's annotated introduction and commentary, which
represent important contributions to Spanish Borderlands historiography in
their own right, this edition is further enhanced by the high-quality facsimile
reproductions of two of the seven known manuscript copies of the Mendoza
diary. Readers with a command of Spanish will value this contribution to the
philology of the colonial period in Texas and New Mexico.
Robert C. Vogel
Brighton, Minnesota

~ew

The Spanish Struggle for Justice in the Conquest of America, Lewis Hanke
(Southern Methodist University Press, P.O. Box 750415. Dallas, TX
75275-0415) 1949. Reprint 2002. Contents. lllus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P.
246. $16.95. Paperback.
Southern Methodist University Press is commended for publishing this
handsome reprint of Lewis Hanke's classic work. It is still a critical spoke in
the balance wheel of objectivity in understanding the colonial history of the
Americas. As Peter Bakewell and Susan Scafidi point out in a new
introduction, there is a wide-spread belief that "in comparison with other
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European colonial powers ... , Spain acted with unusual and extreme cruelty
towards the native people of the regions it occupied and governed" [p, xiii] the so-called "Black Legend."
In historical controversies of this complexity, no one can attain complete
objectivity, as Hanke himself acknowledged. However, if one reads this book
carefully, it becomes apparent that the "Black Legend" ought to be shaded
toward grey. Spain pennitted and encouraged debate over the justice of its
actions while carving out a colonial empire in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, It permitted every person in its colonies from the highest officials to
the lowest peasant to write directly to the crown, and they did so by the
thousands. It intenupted all further conquests while debating the justice of
subduing largely defenseless people in 1550-1551. It committed itself to
varying experiments in Indian policy. In all, Spain tried four different
approaches: Could Indians learn to live like Christian Spaniards? could the
New World be colonized peacefully with farmers? could Roman Catholicism
be preached by peaceful means alone? and could the encomienda system
(which combined with European diseases wiped out some three million Indian
lives in the Caribbean) be abolished on the mainland?
The volume under review was the first of more than forty books
compiled, edited, or written by Lewis Hanke. He taught many years at the
University of Texas and became president of the American Historical
Association in 1974. Long out of print in both hardback and paper editions,
this volume is now available at an affordable price. Following the index, there
is a previously unpublished "Personal and Professional Reminiscence by the
author" on the development of Latin American history in the United States
from 1923 to 1988.
Donald E. Chipman
University of North Texas

Spain in the Southwest: A Narrative History of Colonial New Mexico, Arizona,
Texas, and California, lohn L. Kessell (University of Oklahoma Press,
4100 28th Ave. NW, Norman, OK 73069-8218) 2002. Contents. Hius.
Notes. Works Cited. Index. P. 462. $45.00. Hardcover.
Whereas historians often confine their work within state lines or
international borders, John Kessell takes a broader view. There are no such
boundaries in this book. Spain's colonial experience in the region comprised
today of the four states of the subtitle is treated as a single, multi-pronged
movement: communication and supply lines emanating from points in Mexico
advanced northward along divergent paths, at different times and at varying
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pace, "sometimes steadily, sometimes fitfully ... like the extended fingers of
an upraised hand," (pp. xiii, xiv).
In this elaborately illustrated book, the author draws his narrative from
"secondary and published primary sources" (p, xvi) while skillfully pulling
together the various threads that make up the fabric of the Hispanic Southwest.
Adept at presenting human-interest episodes without letting them intrude, he
provides penetrating character sketches of the Spanish and Indian notables,
seldom sparing their less-admirable qualities or sexual meandering.
Quite naturally, the greater portion of the narrative focuses on New
Mexico. Not only was it the first to draw the northward thrusts that later led to
colonization, but its Hispanic population far exceeded the other entities, with
numbers ten times greater than the best estimates for Arizona, Texas, or
California when the Spanish period ended in 1821 (p. xiv). The fOUf states
making up the Western Borderlands appear in the subtitle in the general order
of their appearance in the narrative, although some creep in ahead of schedule:
for example, Texas with the passage of survivors of the Narvaez and Soto
expeditions and California with the early coa.~tal voyages and the Manila
galleons,
With an eye for the dramatic, Kessell captures the flavor of the threepronged movement from early exploration until Spain lost its North American
territory by revolution and negotiation and its successor - Mexico - lost half
its territory to the United States by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. In
bringing forth this broad overview, the author surely wrestled with the problem
of selection; not every important episode could be included. Yet, in this
reviewer's opinion, he deserves high marks for his choices.
Robert S. Weddle
Bonham, Texas

The Art and Architecture ofthe Texas Missions, Jacinto Quirarte (University of
Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, Texas 78713-7819). 2002. Contents.
Appendices. Glossary. Biblio. Color & B&W Dlus. Maps. Index. P. 241.
$60.00. Hardcover.

The University of Texas Press and Jacinto Quirarte, professor emeritus of
the history of art and criticism at UT San Antonio, have produced a handsome
volume on an intriguing topic. A good mix of historic photos and recent
images, drawings and illustrations from a variety of scholars, a brief color
section (featuring some of the amazing 1930s mission color-scheme
conjectures of Ernst Schuchard), a glossary, and a bibliography are attractive
and useful to students of the Spanish missions of San Antonio and Goliad.
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However, little information is provided on Spanish religious artisanship in the
rest of the state, despite the title, and two maps show only the general locations
of the Spanish mantel once spread wide across present Texas.
Quirarte gathered initial material for this work early in the 1980s while
directing a project for the National Park Service (NPS) "on the decorative and
applied arts at the four San Antonio missions which comprise the San Antonio
Missions National Historical Park" (p. ix). He and colleagues at UTSA's nowdefunct Research Center for the Arts translated eighteenth-century Spanish
documents, pieced together nineteenth-century Anglo chronicles, photographed the present buildings, and drew heavily upon previous works by
various archeologists and architects who studied the San Antonio and Goliad
missions in the mid-to-Iate twentieth century.
The artistic components of the San Antonio buildings are detailed
through several excellent original illustrations of alw configurations and
devotional image placements. For those who admire the awesome interior
spaces of these buildings but have little background in Catholic ritual and
symbolism, this work may be satisfying. Architectural analysis and in-depth
historical context, by contrast, are either missing or heavily reliant on outdated
conjectures. The works of Curtis lUnnell, Mardith Schuetz, Gene George, Jack
Eaton, and others are largely ignored, and little property-ownership history is
presented on the missions, paramount to understanding their fates in the
aftermaths of secularization (1790s) and the Texas Revolution (1836). The
shallow architectural context indicates that important sources were neither restudied nor consulted anew.
Mission Espiritu Santo, today a State Historic Site outside Goliad, is the
only mission that receives the same full-chapter treatment as the five San
Antonio complexes. Yet the author apparently doesn't realize that the 1749
Espiritu Santo church had so disintegrated by the 1930s that the first New Deal
workers there reconstructed walls of the nearby former granary, thinking they
had resurrected the sanctuary. Only with arrival of the National Park Service
(given no credit here) in 1935, with a sizeable budget for archeologists,
engineers and architects - and the Civilian Conservation Corps as a labor force
- did the state park builders discover the substantial church foundations
elsewhere. Therefore, descriptive statements such as "[v]ery few portions of
the [church's entry] portal are original." and "[t]he darker stone of the original
architectural details is seen in portions of the entablature" (p. 170), are
misleading since the entire building is a 1930s conjectural reconstruction.
Fresh and forward-moving analysis is badly needed before another book
of this title attempts to explain the world-class architecture of the San Antonio
missions. And obviously the amazing El Paso buildings (Isleta, Socorro, and
the presidio chapel at San Elizario) largely absent here, plus archeological
evidence of others including those in East Texas, deserve attention that
matches "the Texas Missions" (itle. The author simply st.at.es that "[t]he
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missions in west Texa~ and east Texas were reconstructedH (p. 189), and
relegates them to a brief historical summary. Finally, the publisher could have
provided a decent overlay roadmap or two, and current mission-management
contact information to help readers actually find these wonderful, and
thankfully very public, places.

James Wright Steely
Phoenix, Arizona

Crisis in the Southwest: The United States, Mexico, and the Struggle over
Texas, Richard Bruce Winders (SR Books, 104 Greenhill Ave,
Wilmington, DE 19805-1897) 2002. Contents. Maps. Illus. Essay. Index.
P.197. $60.00. Hardcover. $17.95. Paperback.
American historians have traditionally dealt with the struggle for the
Southwest as separate incidents spanning the nearly sixty years between the
Louisiana Purchase in 1803 and the secession of Texas from the Union in
1861. Mexican historians have tended to treat the same period as one long,
connected story, themed around the loss of Mexico's northern territories to the
United States.
Bruce Winders' work follows the track taken by Mexican historians in an
attempt to connect the series of events that led to clashes between the two rival
nations over the Southwest and, in particular, Texas. Readers can now view the
entire struggle in a single, well-written volume that combines the social,
cultural, political, and military histories of both sides. Many casual readers of
the several popular histories of this period will be introduced to several key
players and events that may have been skipped over in previous works.
The author also puts events in perspective. Consequently, the battle for
the Alamo, the most famous event of the period, occupies but a paragraph
while the lesser-known Santa Fe expedition is given over a page. Not
surprisingly, the Mexican War, about which the author has written previous
volumes, gets more attention than the Texas Revolution. But in his defense,
the 1846-48 war with Mexico did have more far-reaching consequences than
the 1835-1836 stmggle for Texas independence. Oddly enough, the publisher
elected to use a well-known painting of the battle of the Alamo for the cover
jacket, which in its own way reinforces those pop-culture aspects of the
subject that the author's text skillfully puts into perspective.
Impressive at the end of the work is the author's bibliographical essay.
Not only does it reinforce his well-documented footnotes. but allows the
reader an updated source list of published materials, including several from
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Mexican sources. This little volume is a welcome addition to the field and
should be one to which instructors send their students for the bigger picture.
Kevin R. Young
Buffalo Gap Historic Village

The Taking of Texas: A Documentary History, Franklin Madis (Eakin Press,
P.O. Box 90159, Austin, Texas 78709-0159) 2002. Contents. Biblio.
Notes. Index. P. 318 $24.95. Paperback.
Finding original Texana is becoming increasingly difficult, but Franklin
Madis - a long-time collector of original manuscripts - has assembled in The
Taking of Texas a remarkable and important array of materials that help us
understand the early conflicts between Mexico and Texas.
Madis bases his book on the theory that after Mexico won its
independence from Spain, Mexico was unable to retain its territory north of
the Rio Grande and that the United States pursued an opportunity to take it
with help from Texas revolutionaries.
'Nhile the theory is not new, Madis offers a significant array of letters,
official documents, and other materials to support it.
Madis draws upon an impressive array of documents, some dating back
to the early 1800s, to paint a picture of many of the political and military
events that took place in the 1830s. when Texas won its independence from
Mexico, and in the 1840s when the United States invaded Mexico.
Madis, a Wisconsin farm boy who became a successful Texas
businessman, has been a collector of historical manuscripts, documents, and
books for more than forty years.

In the view of some historians, The Taking of Texas represents the best in
original Texana since John Jenkins published Papers of the Texas Revolution.
Bob Bowman
Lufkin, Texas
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A Revolution Remembered: The Memoirs and Selected Correspondence of
Juan N. Seguin, Jesus F. de la Teja, editor (Texas State Historical
Association, 2.306 Sid Richardson Hall, University of Texas, Austin, TX
78712) 2002. Contents. Illus. Biblio. Appendices. Index. P. 216. $19.95.
Paperback.
The Texas State Historical Association has done every student of Texas
history a service by reprinting Frank de la Teja's A Revolution Remembered,
first published by the State House Press in 1991. Thi s book's value is greater
than the sum of its many parts, which include: a lengthy and extensively
documented biographical sketch of Juan N. Seguin and his father, Erasmo; an
edited and annotated version of the younger Seguin's Personal Memoirs; and
seventy-three revealing documents, most written by Juan Seguin himself,
dating from 1833 to 1890.
It might appear strange that the first and longest of these documents is the
unedited text of Seguin's memoirs, following hard upon the heavily annotated
version of the same document, but this brilliant stroke allows readers-many
of whom will be undergraduates under duress - to encounter Seguin's voice,
as published in translation in San Antonio in 1858, without the distraction of
scholarly quibbles and explanations.
Seguin's memoirs were difficult to find in print when A Revolution
Remembered appeared in 1991, and discussions of his role in the Texas
Revolution were almost as rare. De la Teja's "Introduction to the Second
Edition" points out, with admirable modesty, how fiffilly Seguin and the
Tejanos have moved to the center of the historiography of the revolt in the past
ten years. With luck, the same salutary development will soon spread to the
historical literature of the Texas Republic, because luan Seguin's triumphs and
tribulations between 1836 and 1846 can provide valuable insights into what is
arguably the most important decade in the Texan past. This essential book has
blazed me trail.
James E. Crisp
North Carolina State University

Her Act and Deed: Womens Lives in a Rural Southern County. 1837-1873,
Angela Boswell (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 2001. Contents. Tables. Epilogue. Appendices.
Biblio_ Notes. Index. P. 190. $29.95. Hardcover.
They were individuals. Essentially, this 1S the conclusion that Angela
Boswell reaches after her extensive survey of the lives of Colorado County
women during the 1800s_ In itself, this might not surprise many people, since
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residents of Texas at the time were often noted for their spirit, drive, and
individualism. One should never take anything for granted concerning women
in history, however, and indeed. Boswell has done her homework. She cites
family papers, wills, deeds, and voluminous additional local, state, and
national sources to support her conclusions.
Boswell has succeeded in analyzing how women in Texas during the
18008 dealt with their precarious legal standing in various situations, including
marriage, widowhood, and divorce. She tabulates her sources and presents her
findings in a number of clear, concise tables. For all its statistics. Her Act and
Deed is what some would call "a good read:' Boswell paints pictures of
individual Colorado County women so vividly that I could easily visualize the
"inconsolable" widow, Laura McNeill. taking to the wearing of a knife and
gun while she set about straightening out her late husband's financial affairs
(pp. 34-36).
One rather surprising aspect of Her Act and Deed is the generous
attention paid to the experiences of African American women. The lives of
these women sometimes receive only abbreviated treatment, with the caveat
that extant sources are too scarce to provide a true accounting. Boswell,
however, appears willing to go the extra mile to provide us with a clearer view
of the lives of this very important group of women.
With thirty-eight pages of notes and an extensive bibliography, Her Act
and Deed: Women's Lives in a Rural Southern County, 1837-1873 serves as an
excellent reference for anyone delving into the social and economic lives of
Texas women in the 1800s. This third entry in the Sam Rayburn Series on
Rural Life adds a new element to the Texas A&M-Commerce series, whose
fIrst two entries were "Brushmen and VigilantesH and "Lone Star Picture
Show." I think Mr. Sam would be proud.
Janet Brantley
Texarkana CoJlege

Adobe Walls: The History and Archeology of the 1874 Trading Post. T. Lindsay
Baker and Billy R. Harrison (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU,
College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2001. Reprint 1986. Contents. Maps.
Tables. Notes. Biblio. Index. lIlus. P. 413. $29.95. Paperback. $49.95.
Hardcover.

This is a historical account of the June 27, 1874, battle between 700
renegade southern Plains Indians and twenty-eight buffalo hunters sheltered at
a trading post called Adobe Walls, located in the Texas Panhandle. The site is
approximately twenty-seven miles north and east of the present-day city of
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Stinnett, Texas. The first shot fired in the 1874 Red River War occurred here,
and it was here that the decline of the southern Plains Indians commenced.
Early in the morning of June 27, 1874, the Indians attacked the Walls.
Motivated by the slaughter of the great buffalo herds, Comanche medicine
man Isatai incited the attack. He sermonized about his meeting with the Great
Spirit, who told him that if the Indians killed all the buffalo hunters the buffalo
herds would be replenished. After several days of intense fighting, the badly
beaten Indians retired, leaving some thirty-five of their dead behind. The
Adobe Walls inhabitants suffered four dead.
This history of Adobe Walls is more than a battle record. It is also an
archeological site record. Baker and Harrison examine, evaluate, and describe
more than seventy significant articles found at the site as well as many more
mundane items. These include everything from clothing to equipment such as
firearms, cartridges, leather working tools, transportation accessories, tobacco,
coins, marbles, and more.
At the time they wrote this book, T. Lindsay Baker was Curator of
History at the Fort Worth Museum of History and Billy R. Harrison was
Curator of Archaeology at the Panhandle Plains Historical Museum in
Canyon, Texas. Their professional skills are exceptional and complement each
other well.
William J. Tudor
Dalla.~, Texas

Lone Star Justice: The First Century of the Texas Rangers, Robert M. Utley
(Oxford Univer~ity Press, 198 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016-4314)
2002. Contents. Tllus. Notes. Maps. Sources. Index. P. 370. $30.
Hardcover.
For more than seventy-five years Texas historians have contemplated a
revision of Walter Prescott Webb's The Texas Rangers: A Century of Frontier
Defense. For whatever reasons, whether such a task was too time consuming
or Webb's work too masterful, no one attempted a full examination of this
legendary organization. But such is no longer the case. After four years of
thorough research Robert Utley, a distinguished Western historian, has
attempted "to recapture the Texas Rangers as they were," both their "talents
and shortcomings" (p. ix).
Utley has categorized the Rangers during their first century of operations
as encompassing two different kinds of men. From 1823 until 1874 they were
citizen soldiers, intent upon protecting Anglo-American settlers either from
Mexican incursions or from Indian marauders. Then from 1874 until 1910, at
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the behest of the Texas legislature, they became a pennanent or semipermanent military force that enforced the laws of the state against lawless
breeds of men who were attracted to Texas after the CIvil War.

In this work on the first century of the Texas Rangers both similarities and
differences are readily apparent to those historians who "sat at the feet" of
Walter Webb. Much like Webb, Utley follows the story patterns and the
chronological activities of the Rangers to 1910, which is surely a testament to
Webb's scholarship and the reasons that discouraged others from writing a
complete history of the Rangers. Yet unlike Webb, Utley has approached the
Rangers in a more clinical manner. After examining the actionR of the Rangers
during their first century of existence, he has been more critical of the
organization and its individual members. Utley concludes, however, that "as
cltizen soldiers and Old West lawmen, the Texas Rangers left an indelible
mark on history. As legendary heroes and legendary knaves, they left an
indelible mark on human minds the world over. They fully merit their niche in
the annals of Texas and the nation" (p. 302).
This reviewer awaits, with anticipation, the second and concluding
volume of Utley's treatment of the Texas Rangers.
Ben Procter
Texas Christian University

Bound for Santa Fe: The Road to New Mexico and the American Conquest,
1806-1848, Stephen G. Hyslop (University of Oklahoma Press, 4100
28 th Ave NW, Norman, OK 73069) 2002. Contents. Map. IIlus. Notes.
Biblio. Index. P. 514. $34.95. Hardcover.
The Santa Fe Trail is surrounded by romance to the point that it is
sometimes easy to forget the importance it played in the development of the
United States. Stephen G. Hyslop reminds readers of the trail's significance in
his new book, Bound for Santa Fe.
Hyslop examines the history of the trail from Captain Zebulon M. Pike's
early expedition to the region through its role in bringing General Stephen W.
Kearny and the Anny of the West to New Mexico. The author's grand scope
surpasses what most other writers have done on the subject and his work
seriously challenges existing studies on the Santa Fe Trail.
Hyslop draws upon literature produced by the men and women who
crossed the trail. His work is arranged in a logical sequence, grouping accounts
into chapters that tell about preparing for the journey in Missouri, making the
trek across the mountains and plains, and reaching the end of the trail at Santa
Fe. Some may criticize the author for failing to use manuscript sources but he
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makes good use of the wealth of printed journals, diaries, and letters.
The book's main strength is that it provides the reader with a "big
picture" view of the Santa Fe Trail that places it in the context of westward
expansion. Thus, Boundfor Santa Fe is the type of work with which all serious
students of American history should be familiar. Although it makes allusions
to the international significance of the trail, it is less successful in forcefully
making the point that the Santa Fe Trial is a North American story, something
equally important to Mexico's past and to that of the United States. Even so,
Hyslop has produced a useful work on the Santa Fe Trail that should stand the
test of lime.
Bruce Winders
San Antonio, Texas

The Texas Republic and the Mormon Kingdom of God, Michael Scott Van
Wagenen (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station,
TX 77843-4354) 2002. Contents. lIlus. Appendices. Maps. Notes. Biblio.
Photo Credits. P. 117. $18.95. Hardcover.
Michael Scott Van Wagenen's The Texas Republic and the Mormon
Kingdom of God examines Joseph Smith's negotiations with Sam Houston to
move the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS or the Mormons)
from Illinois to Texas in 1844. Smith sent an ambassador to the Republic that
spring to talk with Houston. Mormon records indicate that Houston agreed to
sell land between the Nueces and Rio Grande rivers to the church. This
required the approval of the Texas Congress when it met in the fall.
In June, death came to Joseph Smith on a warm, muggy afternoon at a
Carthage jail in Illinois. Brigham Young, eventual successor to the dead
prophet's mantle, took the LDS instead to the Rocky Mountains. The rest is
history - a letter of apology was sent to Houston, Lyman Wight took a small
group of anti-Brighamite polygamous followers to the Republic and out of
mainstream Mormonism, and Joseph Smith's plans for Texas moldered with
him in his grave.
Van Wagenen brings an advanced level of inquiry, analysis, and
originality to this subject. But the work remains limited for several reasons.
Many sources are secondary, mostly from Mormon records. Many others
pertaining to the Mormon-Texas negotiations are denied to researchers by
current LDS policy. Additionally, Van Wagenen did not use original records of
the Republic and its makers and breakers_
The book is significant for several reasons. Van Wagenen crafts a well-
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written, entertaining story. It opens our understanding to the fact that the
Monnon Church nearly came to the Lone Star Republic in 1844 rather than to
its ultimate destiny in the Rocky Mountains. It alerts Texas historians to the
valuable contributions of the Lyman Wight Colony on the Lone Star frontier,
as wen as the linkage of Sam Houston as a friend of the LDS before the Civil
War. For instance, the Texas statesman befriended Mormon causes and was a
useful conduit and beneficial influence for ending the Utah War of 1857-1858
This is a book professional historians and interested historians of Texana
and Mormona will want to possess.
Melvin C. Johnson
Angelina College

La Gran Linea: Mapping the United States-Mexico Boundary, 1849-1857,

Paula Rebert (University of Texas Press, Box 7819, Austin, TX 787137819) 2001. Contents. Illus, Maps. Notes. Appendix. Biblio. Index. P,
259. $45.00. Hardcover. $22.95. Paperback.
Paula Rebert has revised a doctoral dissertation into a detailed account of
the surveying and mapping of the United States-Mexico boundary between
1849 and 1857. In the author's words, "I have thought of my work as a
contribution to the history of cartography."

In six chapters, she details the field surveys, the cooperation of the United
States and Mexico boundary commissions, and the process of mapping this
international boundary with historical detail. The use of extensive research
from the journals, field notes, and records of both boundary commissions
provide a detailed documentary for the survey and mapping of this boundary.
The mapping of this boundary will intrigue surveyors and cartographers
with technical aspects of the geodetic and topographic surveys conducted by
the United State~ and Mexico. Historians will find interest in the relationship
between the individual commissioners and service to their assigned tasks.
Original Spanish-language sources were llsed in research, with English
translations provided by the author. The text includes numerous illustrations
made from photographs of the original United States and Mexican maps. The
process of establishing and defining this international boundary required
several years and numerous compromises. The chapter fonnat describing these
activities requires the recall of persons and events for continuity. This is a book
that should not be suspended for reading in segments. Understanding and
comprehension may require additional study.
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This book provides a detailed study, with an uncommon insight, for those
interested in surveying, mapping, and the history of the Rio Grande River,
early Texas, New Mexico, and California.
Johnny Ingrmn,PElRPLS
Jefferson, Texas

While God is Marching On: The Religious World of Civil War Soldiers, Steven
E. Woodworth (University Press of Kansa...;;, 2501 West 15th Street,
Lawrence, KS 66049-3905) 2001. Contents. Notes. Bibliography. Index.
P. 394. $29.95. Hardcover.

While most modem historians shy away from writing about the role
religion plays in people's lives, Steven E. Woodworth accepts the challenge of
exploring this vital topic. Based upon extensive research into diaries, private
letters, and published reminiscences of Union and Confederate soldiers.
Woodworth demonstrates that the common Civil War soldiers had strong
Christian beliefs which shaped their character and actions. There were also
some who were indifferent to, or rebellious against, the Christian religion, but
they also found themselves also influenced by the Christian world view.
Since Christian doctrines always had been important in American life, it
was not surprising the soldiers' and their relatives' letters revealed that both
sides adhered to the same beliefs. How, then, could numbers of a devout nation
slaughter each other? Both warring parties believed that God was on their side
and that He would give the victory to their just cause, working out His purpose
for their lives. As millions marched off to war, they found comfort in the belief
that if they had accepted Jesus Christ as Savior and they would have eternal
life in heaven, thereby avoiding an eternal hell.
Believing the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, soldiers wrote that
reading it, saYlng prayers, listening to sermons, and, equally important,
parental expectations kept them from succumbing to the temptations of
gambling, swearing, promiscuity, and excessive drinking generally found in
army camps, The horrors of war cOlncided with a growing religious awakening
in both armies. The revival in army camps began in 1862 and increased wiLh
daily services, with or without a chaplain, through the active campaigning of
J865. \Voodworth concluded that except for the army revivals, the
Confederacy's defeat would have caused the Southern church to suffer greatly.
For the victorious North, the war was vindication and continuation of "the
original American vision of a society ordered according to divine principles."
Not only had slavery ended and the Union had been saved but also the
fundamental foundation of religious beliefs remained unchanged.
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Woodworth gave an impressive explanation of the continued Southern
refusal to see the war as God's way of removing slavery. Raised with slavery
as a "given" in the South, it was never questioned. Instead, they believed that
the humiliation of the Confederacy came because of individual sins.
The book was well written and presented a balanced summary of the
essential importance of the Christian faith to Civil War soldiers.
Priscilla Benham
North Harris College

The Civil War In West Texas And New Mexico: The Last l£tterbook of
Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley, John P. Wilson and Jerry
Thompson, editors (Texas Western Press, University of Texas Press at EI
Paso, EI Paso, TX 79968-0633) 2001, Intra. Letters. Notes. Index. Photo
Credits. P. 193. $18. Paperback.
John P. Wilson and Jerry Thompson provide a valuable service with the
publication of The Civil War in West Texas and New Mexico. The work is a
valuable supplement to others investigating the Confederacy's effort to
conquer the American Southwest in 1861 and 1862. It provides insight into the
organizational and management issues with which General Sibley was
confronted and had to sort out while forming and maintaining his army.
Both historians have competently researched the subject. The value of
this work rests on three points: primary source material, a record of military
organization and maintenance, and personalities. First, only eight of the
individual 147 letters that appear in the work were published in the Official
Records. Second, the lettcrbook reveals Sibley's organization of his army, the
appointment of many of its officers, and his attempt to support it far from its
bases in San Antonio and Austin. And third, the book identifies nearly 150
individuals, some of fame and others barely recognized, who participated in
the campaign.
The work does not provide exciting reading, but it does demonstrate how
the Army operated and why it failed. The invasion was forced back not by the
failure of Confederate arms hut rather because Sibley and his subordinates
could not provide the necessary logistical support. The Civil War in West Texas
and Nel-1/ Mexico is a valuable companion to works that examine the operations
and battles of this campaign, such as Donald Frazier's Blood and Treasure and
Jerry Thompson's Civil War in the Southwest. Both interested laymen and
professional historians alike will profit by having this work on their shelves.
Melvin C. Johnson
Angelina College
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Queen of the Confederacy: The Innocent Deceits of Lucy Holcombe Pickens,
Elizabeth Wittenmyer Lewis (University of North Texas Press, P.O. Box
311336, Denton, TX 75203-1336) 2002. Contents. IlIus. Appendices.
Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 253. $24.95. Hardcover.
Elizabeth Wittenmyer Lewis has skillfully brought to life one of the
South's most interesting women, Lucy Holcombe Pickens, wife of Francis
Wilkinson Pickens, governor of South Carolina on the eve of the Civil War.
Using published sources, family letters, and other documents from the time
period, Lewis paints a portrait of a Southern belle who "married the right man"
and became a woman of wealth and prestige in the Confederacy.
The story begins with Lucy's and her sister, Anna's, early life in
Tennessee, and follows them through a move to Texas when Lucy was
seventeen, mentioning Shreveport, Louisiana, Caddo Lake, Jefferson, and
Marshall, Texas. Lucy learned how to flirt with a purpose in Texas, landing a
prized husband, Francis W. Pickens, who had political aspirations and family
influence, his father having been minister to Russia for a time. Lewis writes
that Lucy encouraged her husband to accept a diplomatic mission to St.
Petersburg, where she captivated Tsar Alexander II with her beauty and charm.
When they returned to the United States, Pickens became governor of South
Carolina and Lucy became First Lady of the first state to secede from the
Union.
Lucy's political interests involved her in filibustering with General
Narcisco Lopez and the ill-fated Bahia Honda Expedition, campaigning for
Millard Fillmore's presidency, and reviewing the troops in the Holcombe
Legion, a South Carolina group of volunteers who named their unit after her
in honor of her selling some of the jewels Tsar Alexander II gave her to help
outfit Confederate troops. Lucy Holcombe Pickens was flirtatious, bold,
political, and never submissive. A truly wonderful Civil War woman whom
Elizabeth Wittenmyer Lewis has captured well.
Beverly Rowe
Texarkana College

Texas in the Confederacy: An Experiment in Nation Building, Clayton E.
Jewett (University of Missouri Press, 2910 LeMone Blvd, Columbia, MO
65201) 2002. Contents. Tables. Appendices. Note. BibEo. Index. P. 310.
$37.50. Hardcover.
Untll recently Civil War scholars believed that after secession
Southerners rallied behind their national government and supported strong
central state governments. These political units, so the argument suggested,
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marched hand in hand and hoped to create a new nation based upon the
culture, economics, and politics of slavery. Defeat primarily occurred due to
Union military might, not failed nation building. Clayton E. Jewett in Texas in
the Confederacy challenges these assumptions.
Jewett consulted many conventional sources and extracted data from this
research. He then used regression analysis to reexamine support for secession,
military enlistment, the Ninth Texas Legislau.lfe, and the Tenth Texas
Legislature. He determined that "The pattern of Texas politics and the actions
of citizens from the Lone Star State reveal that Texas defined, established,
secured, and implemented a political and economic identity separate from that
of other Confederate states" (p.237). Jewett's calculations suggested that
Texans never became an integral part of the Confederate's process of nation
building. Texans believed that the Confederate government neglected western
interest and promoted national policies that hindered the economic interest of
most Texans. Between 1861 and 1865, the author concluded, ''Texas existed
on its own in the Confederacy" (p.241).
If the reader believes that numbers never lie, you will find the author's
arguments intriguing. If the reader's mathematical background is somewhat
limited, the charts, maps, and statistical tables contained in this book will
confuse and overwhelm. Experts in Texas Civil War history may enjoy this
book. The general reader will not.

Donald Willett
Texas A&M University at Galveston

William Pitt Ballinger: Texas Lawyer, Southern Statesman. 1825-1888, John
Anthony Moretta (Texas State Historical Association. 2.306 Sid
Richardson Hall, The University of Texas at Austin, Austin, TX 78712)
2000. Biblio. Notes. Index. mus. P. 331. $29.95.Hardcover.

Historians have used William Pitt Ballinger's diary for decades as an
insightful source for observations about nineteenth-century America. In 1976,
legal historian Maxwell Bloomfield pointed out in American LaK-yers in a
Changing Society the need for a full-scale, scholarly biography of the noted
Galveston lawyer. With publication of John Anthony Moretta's well-written
and carefully researched study, Ballinger has received his due.
Ballinger arrived in Texas in 1843 at the age of fifteen. Originally from
Kentucky, the youth suffered debilitating asthma attacks that his family hoped
would be relieved in the South. Ballinger studied law with his uncle James
Love and was admitted to the bar in Galveston in 1846, shortly after returning
from brief service in the Mexican War. In the years that followed, Ballinger
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became one of the leading attorneys in Texas, especially in the field of realty
law. In his best known case he successfully defended the Galveston Wharf and
Cotton Press Company's title claim to the island's waterfront flats.
Ballinger strongly opposed secession but when Texas left the union in
1861 he became a receiver of alien property and under the Confederate
Sequestration Act oversaw the confiscation at least $2 million dol1ars worth of
Union-owned assets. When the war ended, Ballinger resumed his law practice
and had great success as a railroad attorney. After a full and prosperous life, he
died in January 1888.
The book is well written and carefully researched. Maretta uses a variety
of secondary works and primary sources, especially from collections at the
Rosenberg Library in Galveston, the Center for American History at the
University of Texas at Austin, and the Houston Metropolitan Research Center.
He has produced a book worthy of his subject.
Ken Stevens
Texas Christian University

Civil War In The Southwest: RecoLLections Of The Sibley Brigade, Jerry
Thompson, editor (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 2001. B&W Photos. Appendix. Biblio. Notes.
Index. Maps. P. 195. $24.95. Hardcover.

In 1861 and 1862 more than 2,000 Texas troops of the Confederacy, many
from the piney woods and bayous of the Lone Star State, marched across
deserts and over mountains in hopes of taking the gold fields of Colorado and
the coasts of California. Jerry Thompson offers, in Civil War ln The Southwest:
Recollections Of The Sibley Brigade, a powerful edition of nearly twenty
memoirs penned in their own words by men of the Sibley Brigade who tried,
and failed, to conquer the Southwest for the Confederacy.
The veterans' stories once again demonstrate the disastrous dichotomy of
the Confederate effort in the Southwest their prowess in battle, their ineptness
in the art of war. Although the Confederates won the major battles, the
campaign failed because the combat leaders could not protect their supply
column and the field commanders could not sustain the logistic effort required
for success. Thompson notes the exaggeration and hyperbole in which the
memorialists engaged as they retold, reconstructed, and revised the history of
the campaign. The fact is that had Sibley's Brigade succeeded at Val Verde
while protecting its supply train, the United States would have committed the
necessary resources from the Upper Midwest, the Rocky Mountains, and the
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Pacific Coast to protect the gold of Colorado and the fertile valleys and coasts
of California.
The work is a valuable addition to the campaign's literature, most notably
Donald S. Frazier's Blood and Treasure: Confederate Empire in the Southwest
and The Civil War in West Texas & New Mexico: The Lost Letterbook of
Brigadier General Henry Hopkins Sibley, co-edited by John P. Wilson and
Jerry Thompson. This author has done yeoman service in providing a readable
format. The Notes, Bibliography, and Index provide resources adequate for the
historian'5 and interested layman's varied needs. The four maps that detail the
campaign and battles are clear, concise, well-labeled, and add immensely to
the reader's understanding of events. I recommend this work for the shelf of
individuals interested in the Civil War and its impact on the Southwest.
Melvin C. Johnson
Nacogdoches, Texas

Texas Burial Sites of Civil War Notables: A Biographical and Pictorial Field
Guide, James A. Mundie, Dean E. Letzring, Bruce S. Allardice, and John
H. Luckey (Hill College Press, P.O. Box 619, Hillsboro, TX 76645) 2002.
Contents. Biographies. Appendices. Biblio. Index. P. 414. IIlus. $30. +SJh
$3.75 + Tax. Hardcover.
Texas Burial Sites of Civil War Notables is a field guide to the burial sites
of important Civil War leaders interred in Texas. James Mundie and his coauthors chose the men and women who appear in their study based on twelve
different categories: generals of the Union and Confederate arrnies~ colonels
of the Union and Confederate armies; generals and colonels of Texas State
Troops; high-ranking naval officers, Union and Confederate; Confederate
cabinet members, governors, and congressmen; Civil War veterans and
government officials for whom counties in Texas are named; Civil War
veterans and government officials who served as governor of Texas, or in
Congress; Civil War veterans who received the Medal of Honor for their
wartime service; Civil War veterans who were authors, or who had a book
written about them; longest living centenarians; delegates to the Texas
Secession Convention, if they are buried in the same cemetery as someone
who belongs in one of the other categories; and other notable or unique Civil
War figures. Basically, the authors have attempted to "cover all persons, Union
or Confederate, buried in Texas, of high civil or military rank during the war,
as well as veterans who achieved importance or notoriety before or after the
war" (p. xix).
Mundie and his co-authors include over 600 biographies of Civil War
notables in this study as well as photographs of the tombstones which mark
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their individual graves. The biographical sketche& are infonnative despite
being limited to specific categories such as Civil War service record, birth
place and date, death place and date, educational background, occupation
before and after the war, the exact location of burial site, and a concise list of
additional biographical references. While it is impossible for one reviewer to
verify all the biographical facts presented in this work, it appears that the
authors carefully researched and recorded each individual's life story and
career. However, this reviewer did note one inaccuracy in the information
written about James Webb Throckmorton. The authors write, "Throckmorton
County is named for him" (p. 282). Throckmorton County is named for Dr.
William E. Throckmorton, J. W. Throckmorton's father. This is a minor error
and does not tarnish the overall merits of this work, but it does suggest that one
should approach the biographical entries with caution. This work should prove
to be a useful reference book for scholars, genealogists, and general readers of
Civil War literature.
Kenneth Wayne Howell
College Station, Texas

The Last Battle of the Civil War: Palmetto Ranch, Jeffrey Wm Hunt
(University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-78J9)
2002. Contents. Maps. mus. Notes. Appendices. Biblio. Index. P. 217.
$22.95. Paperback.
In the vast body of literature dealing with the Civil War, the Battle of
Palmetto (Palmito) Ranch is most often mentioned, if at all, as an anomaly.
Seemingly without purpose or historical significance, it has been presented as
a trivial footnote to the conflict, a hollow symbolic closing action, or even a
source of enlightenment for those educated to believe that the war ended in the
hills of Virginia in April 1865.

Military historian Hunt offers an alternative by focusing attention on the
human side of the story. While his book provides great detail on the mechanics

of the battle, it more importantly places the battle in a variety of contexts, from
international boundary concerns to military-political maneuvering.
Hunt carefully develops the story like a mystery novel, one where the
ending is revealed up front. He begins, not at the point of conflict, however,
but with the role Texas played in the war and with an ill-fated separatist plan
for peace. He uses the battle, which disrupted the notion of an understood truce
along the Rio Grande, to highlight broader tragedies of misguided human
emotions., internal conflicts of leadership, and the collapse of a struggle for
independence.
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Drawing extensively on court martial records, all well as contemporary
newspaper accounts and secondary sources, Hunt reveals the complexities of
battle, even one so often overlooked. Along the way, he debunks myths long
associated with the story while leaving points of conjecture open for the
readers' interpretation based on available facts. The book makes an important
contribution to the growing body of Civil War Texana.
Dan K. Utley
Pflugerville, Texas

Manifest Destiny's Underworld: Filibustering in Antebellum America, Robert
E. May (University of North Carolina Press, P.O. Box 2288, Chapel Hill,
NC 27515-2288) 2002. Contents. IHus. Maps. Notes. Index. P. 426. $45.
Hardcover.
Purdue University's Robert E. May has written a fine monograph in
Manifest Destiny's Underworld: Filibustering in Antebellum America. This
thoroughly researched and readable work complements his earlier fine pieces,
John A. Quitman: Old South Crusader and The Union, the Confederacy, and
the Atlantic Rim. This work will not only appeal to historians and students but
also to general readers. Libraries in particular should acquire it as it provides
insight into a variety of topics, including expansion, the origins of Manifest
Destiny, the South, Latin and Central America, and leading figures of the age.
May concludes that filibusters, American adventurers who raised or
participated in incursions of foreign countries that were at peace with the
United States, helped define the ambitions and restlessness of the antebellum
period. Too often scholars neglect the eagerness and resolve of Southerners
dedicated to pushing the boundaries of slavery beyond the United States.
May clearly delineates that filibustering changed the climate in America,
especially in port cities. The initiatives also captured the fascination of the
public. Americans not only supported their campaigns with financing but also
their tacit support of the activities. Newspapers, literature, and songs depicted
the filibustering as chivalric and honorable - quite different from international
opinion that condemned filibusterers a'i pirates and mercenaries.
May's work is a welcome addition to a variety of fields. Historians will
appreciate that the work places filibustering in context of Manifest Destiny. A
reading of the work explains much of America's inability to curtail the
initiatives and the strength of the expansionist movement.
Dallas Cothrum
University of Texas at Tyler
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Through the Shadows with O. Henry, Al Jennings (Texas Tech University
Press, P.O. Box 41037, Lubbock, TX 79410) 2000. Reprint 1921.
Contents. P.323. $17.95. Paperback.
Paul H. Carlson, series editor for Double Mountain Books, has
reintroduced an out-of-print, classic story of the American We~t by Al
Jennings, Through the Shadows 010. Henry, first published in 192J. Jenning's
memoir, filled with colorful descriptions and picturesque language, is of
interest to any aficionado of the American West. But the book also holds an
interest for admirers of the American genius of the short story, William Sydney
Porter, known to his audience as O. Henry.
Jennings relates his life as a train robber and an outlaw fleeing from place
to place choosing between "the range or the pen." Choosing the range, he
traveled across the West and ended up in such remote places as Mexico City
and Honduras, where he first met William Sydn ey Porter, who Jennings
claimed was also on the lam. Jennings describes a number of escapades the
men shared before going their separate ways. The two met again in the Ohio
Penitentiary where they renewed their friendship after law enforcement
officers caught up with Jennings, the inept train robber, and Potier, a convicted
bank embezzler. According to Jennings, Porter wrote his first short story while
in prison and read it aloud to him.
Upon release from prison, Jennings submitted some of his own writings
to O. Henry's publisher, claiming that "The world is entitled to know all about
Bill Porter and nobody can tell them that but myself." lenning's memoir,
however, is too exaggerated to be wholly believed and must be viewed
guardedly as part fact and part fiction. His imagination augments a story
supposedly based on truth, but there is little evidence to support many of his
flowery claims. Nevertheless, the book is most entertaining and worth the
reprinting and the reading.
Sarah Jackson
Nacogdoches, Texas

Friends: Cowboys, Cattle, Horses, Dogs. Cats, and 'Coons, John R. Erickson
(University of North Texas Press, P. O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203]336) 2002. Contents. Illus. P. 165. $14.95. Paperback.
Aris.totle said that friendship is indispensable to life. Good friends make
us better. After reading John Erickson's new book of stories about his friends
I think he would agree. I know I do.
Friends is number six in the Western Life Series published by University
of North Texas Press, all by Erickson. Sharing much in common with his
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previous Some Babies Grow Up to Cowboys (fifth in the Series), both are
collections of short pieces Erickson has published elsewhere. This particular
collection is mostly newspaper columns and articles written for American
Cowboy magazine and Livestock Weekly.
Most of these stories are humorous, although some are touching. A few
tell of his friendship with more well known characters like cowboy cartoonist
Ace Reid or fiddle player Frankie McWhorter, while others tell of cowboys
and ranchers with whom he has worked over the years. The most amusing are
Erickson's stories of friendships with cows and horses, cats and dogs, and even
a raccoon. With his attentive eye, self-deprecating humor, and tenderheartedness toward animals, one can see where Erickson gets some of the
characters for his highly popular Hank the Cowdog senes. Nevertheless, truth
is stranger than fiction; where else but on Erickson's ranch and in these stories
would you ever run into an anima11ike ''Texie, the Incredible Burping Dog?"
I was impressed by the gratitude Erickson expresses for his friends.
Somehow or another each of his friends touched him, taught him, and helped
make him more of who he is than he would have been without them. It's a long
way from the Panhandle of Texas to ancient Athens, but Aristotle would
understand such friendships.

Kyle Childress
Nacogdoches, Texas

The Lonesome Plains: Death and Revival on an American Frontier; Louis
Fairchild (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station,
TX 77843-4354) 2002. Contents. Hlus. Notes. Bihlio. Index. P. 323.
$29.95. Hardcover.
Louis Fairchild's Lonesome Plains is a laudable attempt to define the
social conditions along the West Texas frontier during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Through careful analysis of hundreds of memoirs,
interviews, letters, and other documents left to posterity, the author reveals that
the isolated conditions of the West Texas plains caused anxiety and heartache
for many of the early settlers in this region. Fairchild correctly observes that
the prevailing loneliness of the settlers was a defining characteristic of West
Texas society between the rise of the cattle industry late in the 1860s and the
pennanent location of fanners and their families early in the 1900s.
Skillfully demonstrating how solitude on the plains shaped the social and
cultural practices of early \-Vest Texas pioneers, Fairchild explores two aspects
of frontier society - death and religious revival. According to the author, death
brought settlers together to perform unpleasant tasks: building coffins,
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preparing bodies for burial, and the ritual of giving last rites. The author
reminds his readers that "going to the aid of an individual or a family in
distress was one form of social contact, one opportunity to break the onerous
feelings of isolation and loneliness." (p. xxi).
Religious revivals also brought people together on the frontier. Fairchild
reveals that these annual events filled the social void settlers experienced in
their daily lives. Although the religiolls camp meetings lasted only a few days,
they provided settlers with brief but necessary escapes from the isolation of the
plains.
Fairchild successfully captured the emotions and spirits of the early
pioneers of West Texas and revealed how these courageous settlers coped with
the pervasive loneliness of frontier society. Scholars will find this study a
valuable contribution to Texas historiography, and the general public will
appreciate the author's vivid accounts of daily life on the Texas plains.
Kenneth Wayne Howell
Texas A&M University

Recollections of Westem Texas, 1852-1855 By Two of the U.S. Mounted Rifles,
Robert Wooster, editor (Texas Tech University Press, P.O. Box 41037,
Lubbock, TX 79410) 2001. Reprint 1995. Contents. Illus. Appendix.
Annotations. Index. P. 109. $15.95. Paperback.
Compared with those dealing with the post-Civil War period, books about
Texas history before the war are relatively few in number and, very often, lack
the breadth and depth ,of coverage one might prefer. This work, by two young
Irish brothers, provides a tantalizing glimpse of Texas and its people in the
decade hefore Lincoln's election. It is a resource that is both infonnative and
insightful and should be read careful1y by anyone having an interest in Texas
history.
William and John Wright, natives of Ireland and both in their early
twenties, arrived in New York City in 1850, where they promptly joined the
U.S. Army. For the next five years they served in various postings, eventually
as part of Company F Regiment of Mounted Riflemen in southwestern Texas
between San Antonio and the Rio Grande. The two young men proved to be
careful observers, commenting perceptively on their life in the military and
describing the people, flora, and fauna they encountered in their corner of
Texas. Shortly after their return home, the brothers published their account. It
was still fresh in their minds and not obscured by the passing of time that
would have blurred many of the significant details. The extensive introduction
to the book by Robert Wooster places the brothers' experience in the proper
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perspective of the times, thus adding immeasurably to the value of the book.
Over the course of their narrative, the Wright brothers demonstrated that
they had little sympathy for the native peoples they encountered and tended to
perpetuate the notion, present in other accounts of the time, that the wildlife in
the state, at least in the eyes of Europeans, was both unusually strange and
inordinately threatening and ferocious. Their view of the Anny, and of their
fellow troopers, was generally favorable, thus challenging the stereotypical
belief that holds that the individual soldiers were indolent, unprofessional, and
substandard in virtually every regard and were led by an officer corps that, at
best, could be considered only marginally competent. Although relatively
brief, the book deserves a wide audience. It should appeal especially to those
interested in Texas and its people before the trauma, turmoil, and change
ushered in by the Civil War and its aftennath.
Donald R. Walker
Texas Tech University

Beyond the Law, Emmett Dalton (Pelican Publishing Co., P.O. Box 3110,
Gretna, LA 70054) 2002. Reprint 1918. I11us. Contents. P. 190. $7.95.
Paperback.
Jesse James and the First Missouri Train Robbery: A Historical
Documentation of the Train Raid at Gads Hill, Missouri, January 31,
1874, Ronald H. Beights (Pelican Publishing Co., P.O. Box 3110, Gretna,
LA 70054) 2002. Contents. Notes. Biblio. Maps. IIlus. Index. P. 206.
$14.95. Paperback.
"Forced Into Outlawry" is the title of Chapter VI of Beyond the Law, the
autobiography of Emmett Dalton. In 1892 five members of the notorious
Dalton Gang attempted to rob two banks simultaneously in Coffeyville,
Kansas. A wild shootout erupted, and twenty-one-year-old Emmett was the
sale outlaw to survive his wounds. "Although I had never fired a sho!," (p. 158)
Emmett was charged with the murder of two citizens. Sentenced to life in
prison, he was pardoned in 1907 and spent his remaining thirty years engaging
successfully in honest enterprise and vigorously crusading against crime and
for prison refonn.
In 1918 he published Beyond the Law, discussing how he and his brothers
were "Forced Into Outlawry" and describing their various robberies, including
the explosive fiasco at Coffeyville. The last few chapters cover Emmett's years
in prison and his reflections about crime and the penal system. In 1894, during
his second year as a convict. Emmett received a letter from his mother telling
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him that his brother Bill - another Dalton outlaw - had been killed by a posse
of deputy U. S. marshals. Emmett reported skeptically that "Bill and some
others 1 did not know were accused of a bank robbery at Longview, Texas,"
and that the deputy marshals were "the dirtiest, low-down bunch of cowards
that ever assembled together." (p. 166) (Bill Dalton was slain by a posse two
weeks after leading the bloody Longview Bank Robbery on May 23, 1894).
Emmett's bias for his family and against lawmen, prosecutors, and judges runs
throughout the book, but outlaw buffs will welcome this inexpensive reprint.

Jesse James and the First Missouri Train Robbery is a thorough
examination of the 1874 raid by the James Gang at Gads Hill, Missouri. The
author skillfully includes infonnation about Jesse's career, along with
excellent photographs and maps. Although nothing is included about Texas,
this volume will be another welcome addition to the bookshelves of students
of frontier outlawry.
Bill O'Neal
Panola College

Last Words: Dying in the OLd West, Garry Radison (Eakin Press, P.O. Box
90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2002. Contents. Biblio. Index. P. 253.
$26.95. Paperback.
"You have stolen my life, and you'll wade through blood for it. You
fellows that are grinning now will bleed and die to pay for this murder ... Oh,
damn you, you ain't worth killing. Here, help me up on this horse" (p. 14).
These words of anger and despair were uttered by William McFadden
just before he was lynched by a "grinning" mob in Shelbyville in 1841 during
the Regulator-Moderator War. McFadden is only one of more than 500 men,
along with a few women, whose final expressions have been compiled by
Garry Radison in Last Wbrds: Dying in the Old West. He organized them in
forty categories, such as. "Explorers and Fur Traders," "Texas Independence,"
"Feuds and Duels," "The Mexican War," "Guntlghters," HEI Paso," "Tombstone,
Arizona," "Suicides," and "Dying Advice."
Because Texas was the scene of more frontier violence than any other
state or territory, the last words of numerous Texans are included. And even
though the subtitle suggests a focus on "the Old West," more than a few of the
final words were spoken in East Texas. William McFadden is one of three
victims of the Regulator-Moderator War whose last words are reproduced.
When noted actor Maurice Barrymore was wounded by a drunken
troublemaker in Marshall in 1879, his associate Benjamin Porter also was shot.
'Dh, my Lord, why did that man want to kill me?" ga~ped Porter. "What harm
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did I do him" (p. 173)? In 1905 at a Prohibition League Meeting in
Hempstead, violence erupted, and Tom Pinckney, shot twice in the back, was
one of three men who died. "If I wanted to shoot a man, I wouldn't shoot him
in the back" (p. 182). Sam Houston, dying with his wife by his side in
Huntsville, last spoke of two things which meant the most to him: "Texas Texas! - Margaret!" (p. 9).
In addition to these East Texas events, the final utterances of many
famous Old West characters are recorded and briefly explained. There are no
photographs, but there is a good deal of grisly color ("You pull that knife out
of my back," snarled Texas outlaw Sostenes L' Archeveque, "and I'll kill every
one of you!" (p. Ill). Last Words provides enjoyable light reading.
Bill O'Neal
Panola College

Last of the Old-Time Outlaws: The George West Musgrave Story, Karen
Holliday Tanner and John D. Tanner, Jr. (University of Oklahoma Press,
4100 28 th Ave NW, Norman, OK 73069-8218) 2002. Contents. Maps.
Illus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 374. $39.95. Hardcover.
Karen Holliday Tanner, whose Doc Holliday: A Family Portrait is the
best biography of that notorious character, has teamed with husband John D.
Tanner, Jr. to relate the story of a less famous but equally colorful frontier
badman. Exhaustively researched and scrupulously documented, LAst of the
Old-Time Outlaws narrates the saga of Texan George West Musgrave, whose
criminal career spanned parts of two centuries and two continents.
Musgraves' story reads more like the stuff of Hollywood than of history,
but the authors have documented the event" to present a reliable account. The
reference sources - including interviews, unpublished manuscripts, court
records, and newspaper reports - occupy nearly a third of the book. The
Tanners are careful to present their subject without intrusive moralizing; thus
Musgrave emerges as a believable human being, neither all good nor all bad.
And when contending bits of evidence - or lack thereof - cloud the historical
record, the authors show readers how and why they reached their conclusions.
Casual readers may find such digressions among the book's weaknesses
when detailed analysis interrupts the narrative flow. Another minor problem is
the vast number of individuals involved in the narrative. A "Who's Who" list
is helpful, and readers may expect to reference it frequently. Finally, the two
maps included are barely adequate.
These are relatively minor criticisms, compared to the book's
accomplishments. The Tanners have related a remarkable story of outlawry on
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the fading frontiers of North and South America. Both students of Western
crime and punishment and general readers interested in the "Wild West" will
find Last of the Old~Time Outlaws rewarding.
Roger Tuller
Texas A&M University - Kingsville

Running with Bonnie and Clyde: The Ten Fast Years ofRalph Fults, John Neal
Phillips (University of Oklahoma Press, 1005 Asp Avenue, Norman, OK
73019-6051) 1996. Reprint. 2002. Preface. I11us. Ack. Notes. Biblio.
Index. P. 395, $19.95. Paperback.
''Ain't no way that boy's going to give up," said one of the officers. "He's
done shot his way out of a dozen battles. He ain't doing it again."
This is the type of stmight, behind-the-scenes language in John Neal
Phillips' book, Running with Bonnie and Clyde: The Ten Fast Years of Ralph
Fults. This book is considered by most Great Depression - era historians to be
the cornerstone of the Bonnie and Clyde writings on the market to date.
Phillips leads the reader to the inside story regarding the details of the Clyde
Barrow gang and its many members. By detailing the bloody crime spree that
brought fear to the Southwest early in the 1930s, it becomes clear early on that
this is not just another machine gun - toting bank robber book. This is a
researched, chronological narrative that tells the story of a young tough named
Ralph Fults from his early years through his time in the Barrow gang and to
his fmal redemption upon release from prison. Phillips provides specifics of
events that could only be gotten from the several eyewitness accounts of
individuals he managed to interview.

If there were any criticism of the work, it would be that the book might
be a bit overwhelming for casual readers of Great Depression outlaw history.
Otherwise, the author gives the reader specifics of events ranging from the
rationale behind Southwest outlawry to how lawmen were outgunned and
technologically outranked by the Clyde Barrows of the day. This is a powerful
work that has no rival in this topic.
Patrick McCanal
Bryan, Texas
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Alvin Wirtz: The Setultor, LBJ, and LCRA, Ken Kesselus (Eakin Press, P.O.
Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2002. Contents. Notes. Illus. Index.
P. 296. $32.95. Paperback.
The political history of Texas in the post-1945 era has received a new and
welcome addition with this publication, a biography of one of the principal
persons involved in water development and a key figure in the political
fortunes of prominent Texas political leaders, especially Lyndon
Johns.on. Alvin Wirtz, a hill country lawyer who rose to prominence, was born
in 1888 in Columbus, Texas. He abandoned the family tradition of carpentry
and became a lawyer. Wirtz married Kitty Mae Stamps in 1913. He quickly
became active in water development and won a seat in the Texas Senate in
1923, where he continued to serve through 1930. Wirtz became the driving
force behind flood control projects on the Colorado River, a role that made him
an ardent New Dealer and undersecretary of the Interior for Harold Ickes in
1939. In this capacity and along with his previous work in water development,
Wlrtz was poised to become a key figure in the political activities of the Lone
Star state in the 1940s.
Wirtz became a confidant and political operative for Lyndon Johnson. He
advised lohnson's ill-fated senatorial race in 1941 and advised him to be
patient and wait for another chance. By 1948 the Johnson machine, of which
Wirtz was an important part, was primed and ready for battle. The much
debated outcome, which elected Johnson to the U.S. Senate, owed much to the
advice and counsel of Wirtz. "This victory was Wirtz's highwater mark in
politics" (p. 235). Wirtz's health began to fail and despite warning from
physicians and pleas from family, he continued to labor on behalf of his
beloved Brazos River. Upon his death in 1951, Democratic leaders knew they
had lost a wise counselor. In 1952, the LCRA renamed one of its dams in
Wirtz's memory.
The author should be commended for a well-researched and documented
account of Wirtz. It is well written and assures the reader that he is observing
the workings of Texas politics from the inside. This work will join the growing
literature on Texas politics in the twentieth century.
Clayton Brown
Texas Christian University
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Giant Under the Hill: A History of the Spindletop Oil Discovery at Beaumont,
Texas. in 1901, Judith Walker Linsley, Ellen Walker Rienstra, and Jo Ann
Stiles (Texas State Historical Association, 2.306 Sid Richardson Hall,
University of Texas, Austin, TX 78712) 2002. Contents. Biblio. Notes.
Index. Photographs. P. 304. $29.95. Hardcover.
With the centennial celebration well behind us, we can count the
achievements that marked the celebration and add this volume to the A -list.
Issued fifty years after James A. Clark's and Michel T. Halbouty's classic,
Giant Under the Hill has all of the strengths of that landmark work, and some
distinctive one's of its own. Discerning readers of Texas history w111 want to
add it to their bookshelves, if it is not already there.
The research that supports this book is sohd. Tt encompasses newspapers,
collections of personal papers, public documents, interviews from the Pioneers
of Texas Oil Collection along with some done for the volume, and the
scholarly publications on the topic that preceded it. No stone remains
untumed. Like Clark and Halbouty, Linsley, Rienstra, and Stiles labored to get
at the essential information about Spindletop. Unlike the earlier authors, they
also cited their sources, making this book more uscfuL
Like Spindletop, Giant Under the Hill reads exceptionally well. Both
books wrap the most significant strands of the story around the colorful human
detal1s that make good history memorable. The account of the completion of
the discovery well in Chapter Six is a genuine page-turner, with vivid accounts
of the experiences of the Hamill brothers on the rig floor and of Captain
Anthony Lucas and his faml1y when they were told that the gusher had blown
in. Earlier chapters laid the foundation for the central event and subsequent
ones chronicled the resultant boom and the spread of exploration through the
Gulf Coast area. The concluding chapter, "Spindletop: a Retrospective," takes
the story through subsequent re-entries in the field into the subsequent life
events of the major characters and leaves the readers with a vivid description
of the site of the epoch-making discovery: "Across the top of the hill, the
shifting Gulf winds whistle through the marsh grass, stiJl-and alwayscarrying the perennial, all-pervasive scent of oiL"
The skillfully told story is amply supported by historical photographs and
other illustrations. The book is a solid achievement, worthy of its subject.
Roger M. Olien
University of Texas - Permian Basin
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Oil in Texas: The Gusher Age, 1895-1945, Diana Davids Olien and Roger M.
Olien (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 787137819) 2002. Contents. Illus. Maps. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 307. $39.95.
Hardcover.
Texas entered the oil industry aggressively with the 75,000 barrel per day
production from the 190 I Spindletop gusher in southeast Texas. By 1940 the
state's numerous fields contributed over one-third of the production of the
United States, and the Texas Railroad Commission had effectively become the
national regulatory agency. In that role. it was more powerlul than today's
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) (p.vii). Diana Olien
and Roger Olien's new history of the first fifty years of commercial oil
production in Texas highlights the social, economic, and political changes
emerging from this new industry and offers an appreciation of the aggressive
Texas oil men and politicians who defended their interests successfully against
Standard Oil Company. The great Spindletop gusher was found where the
"experts" said it could not be, and the laws of the state of Texas were used to
keep Standard Oil at bay while the industry took hold.
Three East Texas fields - the 1895 Corsicana strike, the 1901 Spindletop
discovery, and the giant East Texas field - along with West Texas' Permian
Basin receive the most detailed scrutiny, as well they should. But the authors
include new information about the less-often-discussed southwest Texas
strikes as welL They examine the first half of twentieth-century Texas decade
by decade, with attention devoted to new discoveries, revived fields, and the
changes brought to Texas and Texans by the industry that largely defined
twentieth-century Texas history.
Trained oil field hands emerged from Spindletop and traveled to new
discoveries as skilled workers. Towns appeared in the least likely places, and
the oilmen and women dealt with high costs and great uncertainty in oil
discovery and production. Geologists proved to be of little help in the early
stages, but advances in technology transfonned their roles by the 1930s and
19408. From the depression era "'bean jobs" of the 19305, when wages were
sometimes food, to the huge refineries and new petrochemical industries of the
1940s, the industry fed on the discovery of new fields and the demands of
World War II.
The Oliens have written a readable and informative survey of the first
fifty years of commercial oil production in Texas, the state that has dominated
the industry since 1901. Oil in Texas: The Gusher Age, 1895-1945, written for
a general as well as a scholarly audience, admirably serves the purpose for
which it was written. Add it to your library, but do note that the story about the
naming of Spindletop is incorrect. The name was originally attached to a
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nearby rise in the ground clo~er to the Neches River. The dome on which oil
was discovered was not called Spindletop until after the gusher came in.
Io Ann Stiles
Lamar University

The Wrong Stuff: The Adventures and Misadventures of an 8th Air Force
Aviator, Truman Smith (University of Oklahoma Press, 4100 28th Ave
NW, Nonnan, OK 73069-8218) 2002. 1996. Reprint. Contents. Missions.
Index. P. 358. $17.95. Illus. Paperback.
The Wrong Stuff is Oklahoma native Truman Smith's first-hand account
of his experience as a B-17 copilot in the war against the Third Reich and
provides excellent insight into the daily routine of B- t 7 crews. Smith's
brutally honest style is direct and readable. As a primary source, it is an
excellent introduction for anyone interested in the air war over Europe.
Smith's account is exceptional in that it erases the hindsight of victory
prevalent among those who did not experience the war. The emotions of
desperation, fear, and uncertainty common during the war are vivid. He
underscores how mass daylight bombings had never been attempted. The
strategy was untested and new. Could the untried Allies really defeat the
experienced Gennans?
A second theme is Smith's emphasis on the business of war: "Good Guys
don't win wars" (p. ll). Though bombing civilians may not have been moral,
the United States did not enter the war to lose. Smith argues that to facilitate
victory, anything that could be done had to be done.
A final point of interest involves the secondary importance of strategic
bombing compared with the destruction of the Luftwaffe. Smith claims that
the primary goa] of bombing raids was not to cripple German industry, but to
entice fighters out to battle so they could be destroyed.

Smith tends to be repetitive at times, though his sporadic habit of
repeating himself adds authenticity to this memoir. It is as if he relates out
loud, tacitly falling into "Did I tell you about?" lapses that urge respect for the
intensely personal nature of his narrative. If it is unpolished, it gains credibi I ity
precisely for this reason.
Jason Denzin
Nacogdoches, Texas
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Remembering the Alamo: Memory, Modernity. & the Master Symbol, Richard
R. Flores (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box. 7819, Austin, TX 787137819) 2002. Contents. Notes. References. Index. lIlus. Maps. P. 192.
$17.95. Paperback. $40.00. Hardcover.
Richard Flores examines the metanarrative of the Alamo within the
context of Texas modernization. His analysis of the myths, memories, and
ideologies related to the production of the A lama tale contends that this Texas
symbol helps distinguish racial and ethnic identities that have often created
exclusionary stereotypes for Mexican-Americans. To Flores, the cultural
representation of the Alamo has codified the social tension existent among
Anglos and Mexican-Americans between 1880 and 1920. [n effect, the Alamo
myth contributes to cultural "otherness."
New capitalist economic relationships in South Texas marginalized the
traditional Mexican-Texan elite late in the nineteenth century. Thus, the Alamo
myth emerged to rationalize the new economic situation. This reified "master
symbol" heralded Anglo-American nationalism while it ostracized the newly
subordinated Mexican-Texans. The Alamo story has since effectively
reinforced the subordinate position of Hispanics in Texas. Flores examines
cultural battlegrounds including cinema, and focuses on the creation of Davy
Crockett's legend to demonstrate the negative stereotypes of Hispanics
exhibited in the Alamo tale.
The overall gist of the book is convincing. Nevertheless, much of Flores'
argument rests on his assertion that South Texas became "modernized" during
the crucial period. To buy this thesis, we must accept that the introduction of
capitalism - synonymous with modernity according to Flores - produced the
social effects the author believes came about. Unfortunately, Flores relies
exclusively on secondary sources to demonstrate these changes.
Modernization finds representation here as an objective, material process that
produced disastrous results for Mexican-Texans. If a "process" such as
modernization proved so capable of subordinating the Hispanic population,
why was a cultural symbol such as the Alamo necessary to reinforce that
situation? Or better stated, why study culture at all if material processes are
more important?
Daniel Newcomer
Stephen F. Austin State University
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The Texas 36th Division: A History, Broce L. Brager (Eakin Press, P.O. Box
90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2002. Contents. Appendix. Notes.
Biblio. lIlus. Maps. Index. P. 327. $29.95. Paperback.

Bruce L. Brager's latest work. The Texas 36th Division: A History,
chronicles the history of the famous, and highly decorated, World War II
combat unit. Brager admits in his introduction that his book .... .is not the
history of the 36th Division ...." He continues, " ...this is a history of those
men" (p. ix). Brager traces the origin of the division back to the days of the
Texas Revolution.
The first two chapters of the book focus on the 36th Division's ancestors.
Brager shows how the spirit of the fighting, nineteenth-century Texan was
embodied by the twentieth-century division. The men of the 36th Division
served with distinction in both World Wars. They carried the bravado of great
Texans such as Sam Houston across the Atlantic to Italy, France, and Germany.
When engaged in battle in places such as Velletri (Italy), the men of the
division lived up to their legendary predecessors.
Brager's constant reference to multiple secondary sources helps to create
a solid context for the division's story. His meticulous use of primary sources
gives the narrative authority. Graduate students will be pleased by Brager's
extensive bibliography and studious endnotes. Brager effectively lets his
sources tell the story. It is a ~tory that can be enjoyed by history buffs and
accepted by scholars.
Richard L. Merrill
Pocatello, Idaho

The Light Crust Doughboys Are on the Air: Celebrating Seventy Years of Texas
Music, John Mark Dempsey (University of North Texas Press, P.O. Box
311336. Denton, TX 76203-1336) 2002. Contents. Illus. Appendices.
CD. Postcript. Index. P. 294. $29.95. Hardcover.

John Mark Dempsey and Art Greenhaw, a fan and a member of the
Lightcrust Doughboys, worked together to create a book that not only
celebrates seventy years of Texas music but also defines, through stories, the
distinction that keeps the group alive.
At first glance, the book seems to invite hardcorc Light Crust Doughboy
fans to delve in. At second glance, any fan of any form of Texas music will
enjoy this in-depth discussion of a group that brought Texas music into the
homes of a large and consistent audience.
Dempsey has done his homework. The book not only tells the history of

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

93

the group, it captures the voices of all who have a story to tell. His introduction
reminds the reader, "So what would have been the chances, back in 1931, that
the Light Crust Doughboys would be taking the stage on a wann summer night
amidst the opulent, high-tech ambiance of North Dallas in the first year of a
new millennium?" Then the rest of the story takes off.
Dempsey does not follow a linear narrative~ rather he captures the rich
tapestry of Doughboys history by weaving many threads together, stories of
each bandmember - and there were many - with stories of fans. Dempsey
keeps his focus clear: the Doughboys were and are a phenomenon in the
history of American and Texas music.
The multitude of stories reveal a rich vein of gold in the history of Texas
music, The Light Crust Doughboys. The accompanying CD, placed in a sleeve
on the back cover, provides the reader the experience of the music. And the
appendix gives the facts. Dempsey, a native Texan with experience in radio,
uses the experience of Art Greenhaw, bassist and manager for the Doughboys,
to document a group that continues to impact the history of Texas music. A
delight to read these stories and hear this music.
Kathleen Hudson
Schreiner University

Big Thicket Legacy, Campbell & Lynn Loughmiller, editors (University of
North Texas Press, P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 1977.
Reprint 2002. Temple Big Thicket Series, No.2. Contents. Map. IUus. P.
224. $14.95. Paperback.
First published in 1977, this Big Thicket classic offers a new generation
first-hand, up-close insight into a time. a place, and its inhabitants. Over a
period of nine years, Campbell and Lynn Loughmiller visited, taped, and
interviewed an amazing selection of remarkable people - not as curiosity
seekers but as friends. They returned to visit again and again - just to "set a
spell" and talk. Their warmth and respect for their subjects is perceptibly
genuine.
The Loughmillers captured with faithful, unvarnished accuracy the idiom
and the character of Big Thicket folks. Among them were loggers, hunters
(bear, hog, and deer), doctors, stave makers, grocers, judges. preachers, and a
self-made naturalist. People such as Lance Rosier, Dolph Fillingim, Jude Hart,
Dr. John Bevil. and Fount Simmons become our friends, too, and we share
their work, their homes, their faith, their humor, their values.
Because of the Loughmiller's ability to select passages that maintain the
story and illustrate character, they have set a new standard for oral historians.
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The result is superb social history. The Loughmillers not only preserved a
legacy, but also left a legacy of their own.
Maxine Johnston
Batson, Texas

Acts of Faith: The Catholic Church in Texas. 1900-1950, James Talmadge
Moore (Texas A&M University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX
77843-4354) 2002. Contents. IIlus. Appendices. Notes. Index. P. 263.
$39.95. Hardcover.

This institutional history is a sequel to James T. Moore's Through Fire
and Flood: the Catholic Church in Frontier Texas, 1836-1900.
A major theme is growth: a six-fold increase in the Catholic population
accompanied the expansion of Texas from 1900 to 1950. New dioceses were
formed, and San Antonio became an archdiocese composed of Texas dioceses.
Native Texan diocesan clergy could not have coped with the expansion by
themselves. Priests and nuns and brothers who were members of religious
orders played a vital role, and many - in some congregations a majority came from abroad, especially from Ireland, a country which contributed
hundreds of sisters who founded and staffed hospitals.
Catholic Texans experienced religious prejudice themselves and were
sensitive to others who suffered it. In the 1920s, Catholics, along with Jews
and blacks, felt the hostility of the Ku Klux Klan. Texas Catholics, more so
than other American Catholics, were saddened when Mexican seminarians,
nuns, priests, and bishops sought refuge from their country's anti-clericalism
of the late teens and the "Christeros repression of 1926-1929. And Catholics
soon learned of inhumanity farther away. When Nazi persecution of Jews
occurred in Germany in the 1930s, Arthur J. Drosssaerts and Robert Lucey,
two of the earliest and firmest American critics of Hitler, successive
archbishops of San Antonio, awoke people to the evil of that dictator.
PI

This book recounts the creation of new dioceses and new institutions by
emphasizing the contributions of leading clergymen, sisters, and laity. Of all
the people mentioned, the author's favorite seems to be Rev. Msgr. James M.
Kirwin, vicar general of the Diocese of Galveston from 1911 to 1926. A man
whose popularity was "virtually without parallel," Kirwin "never sought to
overshadow ... his bishop," but apparently he did.
Among thousands of clergy, some were ineffectual and some must have
failed to follow the ideals of their faith, but the book covers more positive topics.
Sources dted include diocesan archives, Carlos Castanada's multi-
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volume history, and, most frequently, the Southern Messenger, a Catholic
newspaper produced by San Antonio's Menger family.
Readers will impatiently await a future volume bringing the story to the
present.
Joseph A. Devine
Stephen F. Austin State University

Blind Lemon Jefferson: His Life, His Death, and His Legacy, Robert Uzzel
(Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 2002. Contents.
NOles. Biblio. Appendices. IUus. P. 109. $17.95. Paperback.
Robert Uzzel has produced a short but substantive study of legendary
Texas bluesman Blind Lemon Jefferson. While it is accepted that the
Mississippi Delta is the birthplace of the blues, Uzzel rightly argues that states
such as Tennessee, Louisiana, and Texas also have made valuable
contributions. His opening chapter discusses the characteristics of the country
blues, explaining its origins in the traumas and frustrations that rural Southern
blacks experienced following the end of Reconstruction.

Uzzel covers Lemon Jefferson's early years in Freestone County, where
he was born near Wortham in J 893. Partially sightless from birth, Lemon
mastered the guitar and before the age of twenty had become a renowned
figure playing street comers, country picnics, and Saturday night whisky
parties in Central Texas. Drawn to the vibrant Deep Ellum district with its
rapidly expanding black population Lemon moved to Dallas. His growing
reputation as a singer led to the opportunity to migrate to Chicago by early
1926 to cut blues 78s for Paramount Records. Uzzel contends that this is the
ba.'iiis of his historical importance as the roughly 100 songs he recorded
between 1926 and 1929 made him the country's first successful blue& artist.
Among these are classics such as "That Black Snake Moan" and "Match Box
Blues." As evidence of Lemon's far-ranging influence, Uzzel points out that
the latter tune was later recorded by Carl Perkins and the Beatles. Bob Dylan
was a fan of Jefferson, recording "See That My Grave Is Kept Clean" on his
debut album. Jefferson's inspiration to Texas folk and blues greats such as
Leadbelly, Lightnin' Hopkins, and T-Bone Walker is even more direct and
obvious.
Lemon Jefferson tragically died in a snowdrift on a Chicago s.treet late in
1929. Robert Uzzcl's work capably presents the I1fe and legacy of this seminal
mUSICIan.
Steve Davis
Kingwood College
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Dear Professor Hendrickson:
I just read your review of Sneed, No More Silence: An Oral History of the
Assassination of President Kennedy. in the Spring 2003 East Texas Historical

Journal. I'm glad you liked the book-"one of the most important discussions of those
tragic events" as you put it.
Unfortunately you ended your review with a slam at University of North Texas
Press and its poor copy editing of Sneed's book. You note that the book was first
published in 1998 and that it is a reprint with UNT Press in 2002, but what may not have
been apparent to you or to ETHA readers is that we did not originally edit and publish
this book-Three Forks Press in Dallas did the original 1998 hardcover and the editing.
We merely took on a paperback reprint. Unfortunately, with a book of this size, we
could not retypeset it and thus explore the opportunity of a new edit. It was expensive
enough to reprint a 600 page book 85 is and price it at $24.95.
We adhere to high copy editing standards at UNT Press and could not apply
them in this case to Sneed's book. When a press takes on a reprint of another
publisher's book (quite common in the industry), you have to use the original book film
to offset your edition. and thus no re-editing is possible.
Sincerely,
Ronald Chrisman, Director
University of North Texas Press
P.O. Box 311336
Denton. TX 76203
www. unt.edu/untpress

Archie:
I was unaware when I reviewed No More Silence, written by Larry Sneed and
published by the UNT Press. that the book was a reprint. Nowhere in the volume is this
fact revealed. I apologize for "slamming" the UNT Press, but I stand by my statement
that the book suffers from poor copy-editing.
Kenneth E. Hendrickson, Jr., Chairman
Department of History
Midwestern State University
Wichita Falls, TX 76308
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